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CoWIN portal outage blocks certificate
access

CoWIN TIdd &1 @RI A afdfbde vy
a1

e The CoWIN portal has been down since early August, a
weeks-long outage that has locked many residents in India out of their
vaccination certificates.

CoWIN UIEd 3R &t o1 I §¢ 8, T8 B3 8%l o Ioi areit
WIS Y YR P B3 TR Bl 3P SIPTPIT idfhdbe I afd B

fear g1
COWIN pOl'tal e On August 23, a source said that the outage would be
addressed.

outage blocks 23 3R $I TP AId = $gl b 39 RIS B! Sleb fobam S|
H e However, the issue remains.

certificate access - oo Lo e pran

NEW DELHI

The CoWIN portal has been

down since early August, a

weeks-long outage that has

locked many residents in India

out of their vaccination

certificates. On August 23, a

source said that the outage

would be addressed. However,

the issue remains. » PAGE 5
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PM skips UN trip; Jaishankar “

to address General Assembly

Modi was scheduled to speak on September 26; Trump will address world leaders on Sept. 23;

theme for session is ‘Better together: 80 years and more for peace, development, human rights’

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi will
not address the

General Debate at the an-
nual high-level session of
the United Nations Gener-
al Assembly (UNGA) later
this month, according to a
revised provisional list of
speakers issued in United
Nations.

The 80th session of the
U.N. General Assembly
will open on September 9.
The General Debate will
run from September 23-29,
with Brazil as the tradition-
al first speaker of the ses-
sion, followed by the U.S.

U.S. President Donald
Trump will address world
leaders on September 23,
his first address to the UN
session in his second term
in the White House.

According to a revised
provisional list of speakers
released on Friday, India
will be represented by a
‘Minister’. External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar will
address the session on
September 27.

Global stage: Narendra Modi addresses the Summit of the Future
at the 79th UNGA session in New York in September 2024. AnI

According to a previous
list issued in July, Mr. Modi
was scheduled to address
on September 26. The
heads of government of Is-
rael, China, Pakistan and
Bangladesh were sche-
duled to address the UNGA
General Debate on the
same date. Mr. Modi had
travelled to the U.S. in Fe-
bruary for a bilateral meet-
ing with Mr. Trump at the
White House. Mr. Trump
has imposed tariffs totall-
ing 50% on India, includ-

ing 25% for Delhi’s pur-
chases of Russian oil.

The UNGA list of speak-
ers for the General Debate
is provisional and there is
always possibility of
changes in schedules and
speakers. The list will con-

tinue to be wupdated
accordingly.
Theme for 80th session

The session this year
comes amid the continued
Israel-Hamas war as well
as the Ukraine conflict.

The theme for the 80th
session is ‘Better together:
80 years and more for
peace, development and
human rights’.

The session will open
with a meeting to ‘Com-
memorate the 80th Anni-
versary of the United Na-
tions’ on September 22.

Marking the 30th anni-
versary of the Fourth
World Conference on Wo-
men,a high-level meeting
will be centred on the
theme “Recommitting to,
resourcing and accelerat-
ing the implementation of
the Beijing Declaration
and Platform for Action to
achieve gender equality
and the empowerment of
women and girls".

U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres will con-
vene a climate summit on
September 24. Meetings
will also be held on global
economy; mental health;
Al governance; Interna-
tional Day for the Total
Elimination of Nuclear
Weapons; and the status of
Rohingya Muslims and
other  minorities in
Myanmar.

PM skips UN trip; Jaishankar to address General Assembly

YA A HYS I AT BIS §l; TAABI B HGRAHT DI

TaIfed

e Modi was scheduled to speak on September 26; Trump will address world leaders on Sept.
23; theme for session is ‘Better together: 80 years and more for peace, development, human

rights’

o A B 26 RydaR &1 Siaq & fore Fuifa fosan war o1, g 23 Rydar &1 fay Aarsit &1 gaifda
P T BT fuy g 1Y dgR: ifd, faerg 3Rk AFaifieR & fiw 8o I1e SR 31t
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will not address the General Debate at the annual high-level
session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) later this month, according to a
revised provisional list of speakers issued in United Nations

YU R A 39 7g1H & 3id § HYe Y HGRIHT (UNGA) & J1ftieh I=-TRg &3
HHT 989 D JaITed Tei o1, FYerd AP H ST T Tt qafrafl 1 et & 3gER
The 80th session of the U.N. General Assembly will open on September 9

HYeRT MY HTHHT b1 80d1 T 9 Ry 1 et

The General Debate will run from September 23-29, with Brazil as the traditional first
speaker of the session, followed by the U.S.

THT 989 23- 20 RdeR d Foift, o STelte I3 & URUNSG Ugd aadl 811, 39 dIG

U.S. President Donald Trump will address world leaders on September 23, his first address
to the UN session in his second term in the White House

ikt & IPufa SiTes Ty 23 RidaR @1 fay el &1 Geiftd 7, I8 I7b FTee T
H G PRIDIA H WY Y T D eIfId B BT Uge HibT gMl

According to a revised provisional list of speakers released on Friday, India will be
represented by a ‘Minister’. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will address the
session on September 27

TPAR DI SIR] AN ST FoHrail bt Gl & IR, HRA D1 U@ th WAy gry fban
ST | fad=r Wt v, SrRieR 99 & 27 Ryder & deiftd S

According to a previous list issued in July, Modi was scheduled to address on September
26. The heads of government of Israel, China, Pakistan and Bangladesh were scheduled to
address the UNGA General Debate on the same date

o & oI U qd G & HI B 26 RidaR B! At F7 & forg Frofia frar mn
7| goRTSd, 9, UTfbar gméwmﬁmmﬁw%w
G S YaITUd I3 & fore il foam mam ot

Modi had travelled to the U.S. in February for a bilateral meeting with Trump at the White
House

I wRad & et U 2 grge 769 d W & Iy fgue 3w & e

Trump has imposed tariffs totaling 50% on India, including 25% for Delhi’s purchases of
Russian oil

T T YR TR $& 50% [ T &, Foras feeeh gRT Fi ad & @g W 25% id g
The UNGA list of speakers for the General Debate is provisional and there is always
possibility of changes in schedules and speakers. The list will continue to be updated
accordingly

UNGA aaarsit @1 gt 9 989 & g sreurdt § iR wwg-aroft iR agarsit & ufvada
DI SUM YU & 8| e Y IEIIR IS fbar Sirdn

Theme for 80th session
80d U &1 fauyg

The session this year comes amid the continued Israel-Hamas war as well as the Ukraine
conflict

Y I 1 9 OIS} SORTS-8HTH g5 3R b TaY & o7 f1ar g

The theme for the 80th session is ‘Better together: 80 years and more for peace,
development and human rights’

80d T &1 fav § 1Y Sger: ifd, fAerT 3k ararfieR & g 8o ara ok i

The session will open with a meeting to ‘Commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the United
Nations’ on September 22

3 B YB3 Th 93 b 1Y BN UGS Y P 80dT qufTias BT WRor 22 RycdaR &

Marking the 30th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women, a high-level
meeting will be centred on the theme “Recommitting to, resourcing and accelerating the
implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action to achieve gender
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equality and the empowerment of women and girls"

At fay afger F8as Y 30d) auftTic & TR R, T II-TRN J66 61 fawa g difsir
TYor 3R BT H9 & ST-aa B b A Ufddg o1, T 34T 3R 7fa 7 arfes ferr
AT 3R Afgeneil 9 asfeal & axifaae<or & ure foar s g&

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres will convene a climate summit on September

24

HY WY HeTatad Gl e 24 RydeR &1 ey Ry @ garg
Meetings will also be held on global economy; mental health; Al governance;
International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons; and the status of
Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar

o Wt smaferd &t Sl 3w srferawt; aFfe TRy, Tag =, msf‘wn‘r%
WW*W@W@HW R AT GHAHHT SR R & 37 STy 1

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paperl)

. The vanishing practice of Apatanis

SYTAT ARTE BT GO SIell W

. Blood moon

ok dgHT
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Fading heritage: Elderly women of the Apatani community, the last generation to wear the traditional tattoos and nose plugs.

The vanishing
practice of

Apatanis

‘The Apatani women of Ziro Valley in Arunachal Pradesh are known for their facial tattoos and

wooden nose plugs; banned in the 1970s, the tradition now survives only among older women

T

Ritu Raj Konwar
rituraj k@thehindu.co.in

he Apatan the Ziro Valley of the
lower Subansiri district of Arunachal
Pradesh. Ziro Valley is a bowl-shaped,
picturesque land tucked into the lower ranges of
the eastern Himalayas.

The Apatani women of Arunachal Pradesh
were once known for their distinctive facial
tattoos and nose plugs — a tradition that began as
a means of protection against abduction and later
evolved into a symbol of beauty and cultural
identity. The Apatani men came up with the idea
of nose plugs and tattoos with the intention of
making their women appear less attractive to
invaders. However, the practice was banned in
the early 1970s, and, today, it is primarily seen
only among older women, representing the last
generation of this fading tradition.

Many Apatani women believe that large nose
plugs and tattoos define them as members of
the tribe. Even with the plugs, they are able to
breathe through the nose.

The nose plugs, called yaping hullo, are made

from wood found in the forest. The wood must
first be cleaned to avoid infection. The tattoos,
known as tippei, are done by the elder women
when an Apatani girl is about 10 years old.

‘The tradition of using large wooden nose plugs
and tattoos were passed down from generation to
generation. Women who followed it were
considered honourable and were seen as
protecting family dignity. However, in the early
1970, the government banned the practice as it
posed social hindrances, particularly for women
seeking employment in cities.

, MOt many Apatanis are seen using
nose plugs and tattoos. Most are older women who
consider the tradition an integral part of being
Apatani. They remain proud of their identity.

4

Symbols of time: Older Apatani women in Ziro Valley
continue to embody the fading tradition of yaping hullo
(nose plugs) and tippe (tattoos).

Picturesque homeland: The bowl-sh

d Ziro Valley, where ag;

N
Mark of identity:

The vanishing practice of Apatanis
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SYTAT ARTE BT GO Siell W

The Apatani women of Ziro Valley in Arunachal Pradesh are known for their facial tattoos
and wooden nose plugs; banned in the 1970s, the tradition now survives only among older
women.

BV USRT DT TR °IET Bt SUTaTT AFTATY 30 AR & g 3R AP S & 1P &b W
¥ forg St S €; 1970 & gRIe W 39 YT IR wiade ST T T, SR 3d I8 IRURT Had
o Afgamel & € st g5 B

The Apatanis live in the Ziro Valley of the lower Subansiri district of Arunachal Pradesh.

T, VTS WS & IR G- ford &1 okt urdt & <8d 5|

Ziro Valley is a bowl-shaped, picturesque land tucked into the lower ranges of the eastern
Himalayas.

WRI UTEY U R & PR Bt A8sS Y 7, ot ydf faaray ot frach 9o & st g3 21

The Apatani women of Arunachal Pradesh were once known for their distinctive facial
tattoos and nose plugs — a tradition that began as a means of protection against
abduction and later evolved into a symbol of beauty and cultural identity.

ST Y= H1 SUTaT-t Afgamd FHoft oo fafiy Ag¥ & g IR AP & W@ & oy S+t
STt off — T8 TRORT SIUBROT A JRET P e b TU A = 53 AF R w18 7 78 Higd iR
TP ia® 9ga™ &1 Udie 94 15|

The Apatani men came up with the idea of nose plugs and tattoos with the intention of
making their women appear less attractive to invaders.

ST YUl 7 16 & W1 3R g F1 R 39 I ¥ U forar o1 i 3t Afgamy
STHHUIBTIRGY &) Y MHUP four 3

However, the practice was banned in the early 1970s, and today, it is primarily seen only
among older women, representing the last generation of this fading tradition.
BT, ST WUT IR UiAde 1970 & qRTH B YH3ATd T T faam a7 o1, SiR 311 I8 & =4
I Fad goFt Afgarsit & g ST Sl 7, St 39 gt uvuRT &1 Sifaw didt &1 ufaffa
IR B

Many Apatani women believe that large nose plugs and tattoos define them as members
of the tribe.

o3 UTATI AR AFch € b 93 AT & W@ 8iR g 3% T & o' & =U &
ORI &vd B

Even with the plugs, they are able to breathe through the nose.

T & 91 off, 3 A6 & A1 A Wi o Tl 6

The nose plugs, called yaping hullo, are made from wood found in the forest.

1% & T, 5 Tfthn gat wet a1 ], Sivre § fire ) areft el § §91U o €

The wood must first be cleaned to avoid infection.

AP B! USd TP HRAT S8 81T § T HehHUT | FT S b |

The tattoos, known as tippei, are done by the elder women when an Apatani girl is about
10 years old.

%?%%@%WW%WWWW%W@%WWWW 10 a9 &
|

The tradition of using large wooden nose plugs and tattoos were passed down from
generation to generation.

IS APS! P AP & W 3R T BT TN A o1 g8 W1 Wi v R garafd gt &
Women who followed it were considered honourable and were seen as protecting family
dignity.

S AfATE 9 TRURT &1 Urer SRt 2ff, 3% T AT ST o7 3R 3% U@ #t i
P EHT DA dTel FHT SITaT |

However, in the early 1970s, the government banned the practice as it posed social
hindrances, particularly for women seeking employment in cities.

BIdifch, 1970 & GRTH BT T H, TXBR A $H YY1 R Ufaae o fear wiifes ag
ﬁﬂ%ﬂ@%ﬁ@ﬁ,ﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁ%
|
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¢ Nowadays, not many Apatanis are seen usin
3ol d, g HH UTATH AR A6 & &R

¢ Most are older women who consider the tradition an integral part of being Apatani.

nose plugs and tattoos.

¢ BT ITUNT R fears T

STETR gofl AfRdAT? € Sff 39 URURT &1 SUTaT-t 811 &7 fire fgwar ot €1

e Theyremain proud of their identity.

q 30U UgaH R

BUDAPEST
Hungary police ban Pride parade
amid LGBTQ crackdown by Orban

& ‘ REUTERS
Hungarian police banned a Pride march set for next month but
organisers insisted they would press ahead with holding the event.
It came after Prime Minister Viktor Orban's government, which is
pursuing a crackdown on LGBTQ rights, banned Budapest Pride in
June — only for record numbers to defy the move. AFp

BELGRADE

At least 42 detained following
Serbia anti-government protest

» SN o
Forty-two people were detained at an anti-government protest in
the Serbian city of Novi Sad where police fired tear gas to disperse
the crowd. Several thousand rallied in Novi Sad on Friday seeking
early polls in the latest in a series of student-led protests sparked by
the fatal collapse of the city's train station roof last November. AFp
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Question Corner

Bl

Why is a blood moon
called so?

Sky gazers in India and in
other parts of the world
will be able to witness a
blood moon on September
7 during a total lunar
eclipse. The moon will
take on a dark red-copper
hue. This is the result of a
physical effect called
Rayleigh scattering.
During a total lunar
eclipse, the earth comes
between the sun and the
moon, blocking direct
sunlight from striking the
lunar surface. However,
not all sunlight is blocked.
Only the bluer light is
filtered out; the redder
light is scattered by the
earth’s atmosphere, giving
the moon its striking

1110011

colour. This phenomenon
is called Rayleigh
scattering. When light
interacts with particles
smaller than its
wavelength, the intensity
of the scattered light is
inversely proportional to

its wavelength. This is why

earthsky appears blue: it
has the shortest
wavelength in visible light.
During a blood moon,
however, the bluer light is
absorbed by the earth’s
atmosphere while the
redder light is refracted
towards the moon. The
precise hue depends on
dust and smoke levels in
the atmosphere.

Readers may send their guestions /
answers to
guestioncorner@thehindu.co.in

e Sky
gazers in
India and in
other parts
of the world
will be able
to witness a
blood
moon on
September
7 during a
total lunar
eclipse.

HRd
gfaT s
3 fe=ar o
STPIRT
feR® 7
Rrdar &1
quf <%
PEUED
TR Y&
TS ¢
|

e The
moon will
take on a
dark red-

copper
hue.
EELIRI
ATd-did &
TR
ST

e Thi
s is the
result of a
physical
effect called
Rayleigh
scattering.

Tg U
Hifas gy
%1 UM §
o ¥
el
FHEl ST ]
e Duri
ng a total
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lunar eclipse, the earth comes between the sun and the moon, blocking direct sunlight
from striking the lunar surface.
quf =% T80T & SR, gdt I SR TEHT S S 31 ol 7, o g 1 wepT=r W S5
g deb -Tel ugd UTdl|

e However, not all sunlight is blocked.
BT, Tt gd BT UBTRN 3% G el BIel

e Only the bluer light is filtered out; the redder light is scattered by the earth’s atmosphere,
giving the moon its striking colour.

Had el A= B e favar orar 8; Safe ara A= gadt & argrsd gRT faeR & ot
8, TR dm 1 I9HT 3rgyd 3 e g

e This phenomenon is called Rayleigh scattering.
S G¢T B ¥ Wb e I HT 1l 5|

e When light interacts with particles smaller than its wavelength, the intensity of the scattered
lightis inversely proportional to its wavelength.

S WHTR 3 HUI & AU JUP FHRT ¢ off SUD! aileed I BIC Bid 5, o foras! g3 A=l B
Fraan IT@! aveed & FapHTUTd SNt |

e This is why the earth sky appears blue: it has the shortest wavelength in visible light.
sﬁquﬁmmﬂmﬁ@ééﬂ%zsﬂﬁmﬁmﬁmmw%ﬁsﬁ
I

e During a blood moon, however, the bluer light is absorbed by the earth’s atmosphere
while the redder light is refracted towards the moon.

BT, Tad TEHT B SR, =ielt A= gt & IrgHsd gRT aiid g Sl € Safe dra
AT AEHT B 3R 3uafdd gt ]l

e The precise hue depends on dust and smoke levels in the atmosphere.

Tl T argHEd H Ya 3R YT & TR R Rk war gl

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International
Relations

1. Modi hails Trump’s remarks on ‘special’ ties
Al 7 W gae IR T & 41 BT [RGB
2. How much is spent on children’s education in India?

HRd & g &1 Rren wR feaar @< fear smar g2

3. Is a shift underway in India’s foreign policy?

T HIRd B fadw Aifa § sgaa g1 e e?

4. A flashpoint in the Palk Strait

T STaate # e faarerue ge1

Pagelo
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Modi hails Trump’s remarks on ‘special’ ties

PM says he ‘deeply appreciates and reciprocates’
Trump’s positive assessment of India-U.S. relations

The two leaders have not spoken directly since a
June 17 call, after which trade talks broke down

External Affairs Minister says India ‘remains
engaged’ with the U.S. ahead of UNGA session

Suhasini Haidar Us. declared 25% tariffs on Ry 3 - " PMto Skip key atruce after a team of US.  past few mths onanum-

NEW DELHI Indian goods, along with a [ “.‘ QQ [ndia and the United States 2 negotiators, due to visit  ber ofoccasions, while also
rime Minister Na: lz)fzachl;seg 2¥l{usrsoi;nloni?las t, '/3 * harve aspecalie S lUN s thSSS v th g;]t};:eu\]/ilsxiltlgusmnd called gl’i“:m;l{llsgs?;:lziflo;:glrz.

= SR 5 . There's nothing to worry abouc... ater this mon L i y AL : >

| NI T - e e, S

India and the U.S. had a d'uled to tra\;el to the U.S. [of disagreements] an occasion UNITED NATIONS to represent India at t.hé Pakistan in May.

“very positive and for- for the fourth time this DONALD TRUMP Prime Minister NarendraModi  jNGA on September 27,

ward-looking”  relation-  year, for the United Na- U.S. President will not address the General and it is unclear whether  First time

ship, his first such state-
ment since ties between
the two countries nose-
dived over trade, tariffs,
and Operation Sindoor.

Quoting remarks by U.S.
President Donald Trump,
who said on Friday that In-
dia and the U.S. had a “spe-
cial relationship”, and
praised Mr. Modi and their
friendship, the Prime Mi-
nister said on X that he
“deeply appreciated and
fully reciprocated” the
comments.

Significantly, the two
leaders, who met warmly
in February shortly after
Mr. Trump was sworn-in,
have not spoken directly to
each other since a tele-
phone call on June 17, after
which India-U.S. trade
talks broke down and the

tions General Assembly
(UNGA), confirmed that In-
dia “remains engaged”
with the U.S.

Mr. Trump’s comments,
in a 90-minute press confe-
rence on a range of issues,
came a day after he had
said on social media that
the U.S. had “lost India and
Russia to deepest, darkest
China”, a post that he back-
tracked on.

“I don’t think we have
[lost India],” Mr. Trump
said in response to a ques-
tion about the post.

‘Enormous importance’
“I've been very disappoint-
ed that India would be buy-
ing so much oil from Rus-
sia, and I let them know
that we put a very big tariff
on India, 50% tariff, very

9\
o

assessiment of our tfes

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minista

I deeply appreciate and fully
regiprocate Mresident
Trump's sendments and positive
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Debate at the annual high-level
session of the United Nations
General Assembly from
September 23 to 29. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
will address the session on
September 27. » PAGE 3

high tariff” When asked
whether he was ready to
reset ties with India, Mr.
Trump said he would “al-
ways be friends with [Mr.]
Modi” and called him a
“great Prime Minister”.

“I just don’t like what
he’s doing at this particular
moment, but India and the
United States have a spe-
cial relationship,” he said,
referring to India’s imports
of Russian oil, and added,
“There’s nothing to worry
about... we just have mo-

ments [of disagreements]
on occasion.”

A few hours later, Mr.
Modi responded. “I deeply
appreciate and fully reci-
procate President Trump’s
sentiments and positive as-
sessment of our ties,” Mr.
Modi said on X, adding that
“India and the U.S. have a
very positive and forward-
looking Comprehensive
and Global Strategic
Partnership.”

When asked about the
comments, Mr. Jaishankar

said that Prime Minister
Modi and President Trump
have a “good personal eq-
uation” and that Mr. Modi
attaches “enormous im-
portance” to the relation-
ship. “The point is that we
remain engaged with the
US., and at this time, I
can’t say more than that,”
he added.

UNGA session

The next steps by both Del-
hi and Washington will be
watched closely for signs of

he will travel as he usually
does to Washington as well
and hold bilateral talks on
breaking the impasse bet-
ween the two sides. All
eyes will be on whether
Mr. Jaishankar and his
counterparts can agree on
a date for the Quad Sum-
mit due to be held in India
this year, which Mr. Trump
is expected to attend.

On Friday, the U.S. Pre-
sident signed an executive
order offering to zero out
tariffs on a number of
goods for countries that
the U.S. has already signed
trade agreements, and out-
looked concessions for fu-
ture trade agreements,
without specifically men-
tioning India.

Mr. Trump has praised
India and Mr. Modi in the

Modi hails Trump’s remarks on ‘special’ ties

AT 7 faw Jdet IR T & 9919 BT ARIgAT B

PM says he “deeply appreciates and reciprocates” Trump’s positive assessment of India-

U.S. relations

However, this is the first
time Mr. Modi has res-
ponded publicly, indicat-
ing the possibility of a thaw
or at least a pause in hostil-
ities in the ties. In the past
week, tensions have grown
over comments by Trump
administration officials, in-
cluding trade advisor Peter
Navarro — who called
Prime Minister Modi’s
meeting with Russian and
Chinese leaders a
“shame”, and called the
Ukraine conflict “Modi’s
war” — and Commerce Se-
cretary Howard Lutnick,
who said India would
“have to say sorry” and
compromise in order to re-
turn to the table for talks.

‘NO DEAL ON AGRI IMPORTS’
» PAGE 3

YYTHA 3 FeT % 98 T & APRIHAD eaTh Bl T8 I WIEd & AR T avg I ad

The two leaders have not spoken directly since a June 17 call, after which trade talks broke

down

3 A 9 17 97 F P S §18 Wi TTaq=id 6l B, P 91 AR ardf 9w 8 TS

External Affairs Minister says India “remains engaged” with the U.S. ahead of UNGA

session

fad=r w3 7 g1 o HRA Y Y AETHHT (UNGA) T ¥ Ut SAReT & A1y Hishy U A

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on Saturday that India and the U.S. had a “very positive

and forward-looking” relationship, his first such statement since ties between the two

countries nosedived over trade, tariffs, and Operation Sindoor
HUTHE g Wi 3 IR & Fel s YR SR SMfeT & o9 Iay “9gd THRIAD 3R

HIIS-3” §, T8 ST Ul UM € o J a1 G211 & s IR, Yo 3R TR Rigk
& HRU YY VRIS gU
Quoting remarks by U.S. President Donald Trump, who said on Friday that India and the
U.S. had a “special relationship”, and praised Modi and their friendship, the Prime Minister
said on X that he “deeply appreciated and fully reciprocated” the comments
SIFITeS T/ & §UTF &1 gaTel od gu, [orei- YHaR & &gl fb URd iR
SAYHT F7 fI Tae B SR At SR 37! a1 ST U= B, YU 3 X W Fel fs

I “TTERTE ¥ T 3R I ke IR fear
Significantly, the two leaders, who met warmly in February shortly after Trump was sworn-in,
have not spoken directly to each other since a telephone call on June 17, after which India-
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U.S. trade talks broke down and the U.S. declared 25% tariffs on Indian goods, along with
a 25% penalty for India’s purchase of Russian oil

TEAYUl U ¥, &I AdT, frgiH Wweast § e/ & Yy T80 & qid ale THRN ¥ Garerd & off,
J 17 S @1 TABIF Fid & dIc Ui FTdd Tal &1, e a1e URd-AfvedT AR arat
famra 81 T2 SR Srf¥eT A YR aegail uR 250 Yo R T dd B WG W 25%
AT T

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, who is scheduled to travel to the U.S. for the
fourth time this year, for the UNGA, confirmed that India “remains engaged” with the U.S.

o= vl T, SOy, S 39 e Il IR Wged sy SAReT I 9T 8, UNGA & g, A
gy 31 i YRa SRt & 1Y “Ifthg U A ST g g

Trump’s comments, in a 90-minute press conference on a range of issues, came a day
after he had said on social media that the U.S. had “lost India and Russia to deepest,
darkest China”, a post that he backtracked on

T & UM, TH 90 e B} U9 1369 § &5 5| |, TH a7 918 3T T 351 FI=red
Hf$T R F71 fF MRS 7 HRA 3R =1 $1 Mgy, $itR 914 31 @t famn, & ure o

I Ui g

“I don’t think we have [lost India],” Trump said in response to a question about the post

"l gl T fb B [YRA T 6], g8 = URe & 91X § ¥ard & ofard J &gl

‘Enormous importance’

TRl Hee

“I've been very disappointed that India would be buying so much oil from Russia, and | let
them know that we put a very big tariff on India, 50% tariff, very high tariff.” When asked
whether he was ready to reset ties with India, Trump said he would “always be friends with
[Modi]” and called him a “great Prime Minister”

& ggd PRI o1 fo5 URE ST da =1 | WS Y81 7, AR B I 901 i g9 URd R 9gd
ST YD, 50% [eb, 9gd o &b 11" Sd 374 BT 17 fob T URd & 1Y Haielf Pl
fOhR e HA & oW dUR &, TH 3 H8T s I8 UM [ & R T4 3R 3= "7
YYTTHAT" BT

“I just don’t like what he’s doing at this particular moment, but India and the United States
have a special relationship,” he said, referring to India’s imports of Russian oil, and added,
“There’s nothing to worry about... we just have...”

13 Rt U8 Ui TE) @ b 9% 39 faIy &7 & @ v B §, Afh WRd 3R 3ifvepT o7 famlw
HaY 2," IEI Bel, HRA & U de ST BT I B g, 3R SieT, "fidl A Bl Bi
said that Prime Minister Modi and President Trump have a “good personal equation” and
that Modi attaches “enormous importance” to the relationship. “The point is that we remain
engaged with the U.S., and at this time, | can’t say more than that,” he added

el fo5 gt M) ofR pufa grr & o9 o Jfdad dredar § iR Wi 59 HaY 3
“fama Aew 34 €1 4L I8 © b 51 et & Wy IS gU §, o 39 9wy H 399 Sl
T8l B Jhdl," I8 SIST

UNGA session

Yo Y HGTHHT (UNGA) I

The next steps by both Delhi and Washington will be watched closely for signs of a truce
after a team of U.S. negotiators, due to visit Delhi in August-end called off the visit

3T aH! Bl QI faeelt 3R ATRITE GRT &M ¥ @1 SIG Wi & Hapdl & g, S
MRS arafeRI Bt AW, ST 3T & 3id § faeett o areht off, a=T g R g

Jaishankar is scheduled to travel to the U.S. to represent India at the UNGA on September
27, and it is unclear whether he will travel as he usually does to Washington as well and hold
bilateral talks on breaking the impasse between the two sides

SaRie Uil § 76 wgad wog smifveT St yRd &1 ufaffia &3 & o UNGA ® 27
firdeR @1, 3R 78 Wy 61 § % 31 98 AR W Bt dRe aikiTe it STe 3R ST velt &
= feuefta araf &3

All eyes will be on whether Jaishankar and his counterparts can agree on a date for the
Quad Summit due to be held in India this year, which Trump is expected to attend
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Tt BT FoR 39 910 W g S T STARIBR 3R 37 IHHE Quad Summit BT ARG R
TEHd 81 Idd 8, S 39 I WRd H Sfrd 81 arelt 3, foraw g & =nfia 819 31 Siig §
On Friday, the U.S. President signed an executive order offering to zero out tariffs on a
number of goods for countries that the U.S. has already signed trade agreements, and
outlooked concessions for future trade agreements, without specifically mentioning India
AR B, SARST APUFT 7 T HTIBRY ST TR BATER T o I 42l & ey g
T TR Y[eh B LR PR B URH P17 ¢ o 1Y SARDT 7 U8d § ATIR JHFd
fpu g, sik Hfasr & TR Jughal & forw frarad &, fom fady 9 ¥ HRd &1 I feu
Trump has praised India and Modi in the past few months on a number of occasions, while

also criticising India for high tariffs, Russian oil imports, and claiming credit for mediating
the ceasefire with Pakistan in May

U3 & HeHl §, T A B3 AR W U 3R Ml & IR &1 ¢, Tafds YRd & 3=
gﬁﬂam%@%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁm%m&wﬁm%nww%
First time

Tgdl aR

However
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How much is spen
on children’s
education in India

What does a recent report by the
National Sample Survey show? Why is
there a divide between girls and boys?

Priscilla Jebaraj

The story so far:

espite a recent drop in the World
]) Economic Forum’s gender gap rankin

partly due to the education category,
India has made steady progress in recent year
in terms of enrolling more girls in school, with
government data showing that girls now make
up 48% of the school population. In higher
education, in fact, the gross enrolment ratio fc
women is slightly higher than that of men.
However, data collected as part of the Nationa
Sample Survey earlier this summer show a mc
insidious gender gap that remains in educatio)
— the differing amounts of money that familie:
spend on their sons as opposed to their
daughters for their education.

What are the differences in expenditure?
The recent report on the Comprehensive
Modular Survey on education, which collectec
nationwide data between April and June as pa
of the 80th round of the NSS, shows that the
per-student expenditure on girls is lower than
on boys during all stages of school education,
from pre-primary to higher secondary, as well
across the rural-urban divide. The survey
covered 52,085 households in 2,384 villages a1
1,982 urban blocks across the country, with
education-related information collected for
57,742 students currently enrolled in school.

In rural India,
families spent ¥1,3
or 18% more on bc
than girls in terms
course fees,
textbooks, and
stationery, uniforr
and transportatiol
to school. In urbai
India, the per-student expenditure on girls wa
£2,791less than on boys. In urban India, by th
time students are in higher secondary school,
there is almost 30% more being spent on
education for boys than girls. When course feg
alone are considered, the gap widens, with
families paying on average 21.5% more on fees
for boys than for girls across the country.

This prioritising of boys’ education is also
clear in the type of schools that Indian familie
choose for their children. About 58.4% of girls
are enrolled in government schools, which are
usually free of cost in terms of course fees, wit
only 29.5% of them having access to more
expensive private school education. However,
34% of boys are enrolled in private unaided
schools. The gap goes beyond the school
classroom, and extends to private tuitions that
many families consider essential for a quality
education. Tuition classes now supplement
school teaching at all stages of education, and
overall, 26% of girls and 27.8% of boys are
enrolled in such classes. When it comes to
expenditure, however, the gap widens,
especially in higher classes. By the higher
secondary level, families are spending on
average 22% more in terms of tuition fees on
their boys in comparison to girls.

In States such as
Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, boys and girls
go to government and
private schools in
almost equal ratios

How does this vary by State?

States differ widely in terms of the gender gap in
education. When it comes to enrolment of girls
and boys in government schools versus private
schools for instance, the biggest gaps can be
seen in States/UTs such as Delhi, where almost
54% of boys go to government schools,
compared to more than 65% of girls. On the
other hand, almost 38.8% of boys go to more
expensive private schools, compared to 26.6% of
girls. Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Punjab
also have gender gaps of more than 10
percentage points. In Gujarat, the gender gap is
striking in urban areas, but narrower in rural
areas. In States such as Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
boys and girls go to government and private
schools in almost equal ratios, while several
northeastern States have flipped the script,
sending more girls to private schools.
Expenditures are more nuanced, especially in
the higher classes. In higher secondary
education, for instance, families in Telangana,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal spend vastly more
on boys than girls, though they spent more on
girls at the secondary level. In Tamil Nadu, for
instance, the average education expenditure on
girls at the secondary level is ¥23,796 compared
to ¥22,593 on boys. In higher secondary,
however, the expenditure on boys in the State
has shot up to 35,973, compared to just 319,412
for girls. Part of this can be attributed to girls
dropping out at that stage, though subsidies for
girl students could also account for some of the
difference. States like Andhra Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, and Kerala also spend more on higher
secondary girls, especially in urban India, where
data shows that transport costs become a major
factor, with parents intent on safety of the girl.
Expenditure on private coaching also varied
by State, especially at the higher secondary
level. In Himachal Pradesh, for instance, there
was a stark gap between the ¥9,813 spent per
boy student in higher secondary school enrolled
for private tuition in comparison to the ¥1,550
spent per girl. Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, and
Tamil Nadu were among other States which
showed significant gender gaps in this regard.
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drop in the World Economic Forum’s gender gap rankings, partly due to the education
category, India has made steady progress in recent years in terms of enrolling more girls in
school, with government data showing that girls now make up 48% of the school
population.

g1a gt 7 fay enfife g Y dffres siav e & firrae & arasg, St siifie 0 § fRem goft
& HRUIE, YR A 8T & a8l J Wpell | IS dsfhal & THidwT & Ama § fRR wifd &1 g,
WHRY MHS Y T Iadl § b 3fa TSIHaT Tet SIS BT 48% & |

In higher education, in fact, the gross enrolment ratio for women is slightly higher than
that of men.

aad ®, I e & ufgensi &1 9wa e sguTd gIu ¥ AT i

However, data collected as part of the National Sample Survey earlier this summer show a
more insidious gender gap that remains in education — the differing amounts of money that
families spend on their sons as opposed to their daughters for their education.

gIeliich, 5 TTHI D1 B3 H APTT THAT HAGUT & T D U H b [HT U Sfiehs fRram #
T 3R TeR1 e SfeR feramal & — a8 fafty Wi S ufaR o aet oot e R wd v &
Safe sfed R F9 Td Fd

What are the differences in expenditure?
g 3R AT ]2

The recent report on the Comprehensive Modular Survey on education, which collected
nationwide data between April and June as part of the 80th round of the NSS, shows that
the per-student expenditure on girls is lower than on boys during all stages of school
education, from pre-primary to higher secondary, as well as across the rural-urban divide.
& W e Aisger wdar S giieran RUic, foem ol 3R S & std gk T
Td&ur (NSS) & 809 ER & T & =0 & Syl SeT T b, fexardt & for arsfral v
ofa o o0y o Rien & 9t IO & deal A $9 ¢, Td-urdfie d 3= arefiie ad sk
Irftor-3redt fawrer= 7 of

The survey covered 52,085 households in 2,384 villages and 1,982 urban blocks across
the country, with education-related information collected for 57,742 students currently
enrolled in school.

Fa&or & SRR P 2,384 Tl 3R 1,982 WG SAIDI § 52,085 TRART 1 JMiH fawar T,
T g™ o Wpd # AMifed 57,742 BT &t RIg-Hath THHR! TH & TR

In rural India, families spent ¥1,373 or 18% more on boys than girls in terms of course fees,
textbooks, stationery, uniforms, and transportation to school.

yrftor YR H, IRaRT 3 UToasHH Y[eh, UTeaq&Id, WY, ZABTH iR ufiaed R
Tefhdl ®I Ja1 § TSHI IR 21,373 T 18% SHfeUd T |

In urban India, the per-student expenditure on girls was ¥2,791 less than on boys.
Y URA H, wsfdal w vl o1 oqg dea! 9 22,791 B9 U1

In urban India, by the time students are in higher secondary school, there is almost 30%
more being spent on education for boys than girls.

T3t HRA ¥, SId o1 3= ATeAfie faemerd & 31d €, Y doob! o1 e TR T 30% it
W4 fpar S g1

When course fees alone are considered, the gap widens, with families paying on average
21.5% more on fees for boys than for girls across the country.

e Had UTSUHH Yo R (3R a1 SI1ar €, df 3R 9 ol 8, o ufar @ 3w
TSfHal Bt ga1 H asd! & Yob WR 3MAH 21.5% 3R Y o3d g

This prioritising of boys’ education is also clear in the type of schools that Indian families
choose for their children.

ASHI B FRI& BT TG < H1 U8 S WE FU I Wpdl & bR 7 o fogan § forg
YR IRAR 30 =i & fod gAd ¢ |

About 58.4% of girls are enrolled in government schools, which are usually free of cost in
terms of course fees, with only 29.5% of them having access to more expensive private
school education.
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TRTHT 58.4% ASHAT RPN TEal § AHi{dhd &, off AR R UTSIHH I[P & A §
e BId 8, el Had 29.5% ASiHal HI AeT ol e e % uga w3
However, 34% of boys are enrolled in private unaided schools.

ST, 34% S ol IR-FETdT U TPl B AHifhd B

The gap goes beyond the school classroom, and extends to private tuitions that many
families consider essential for a quality education.

Tg IR A P&T J 3 Tghr Aol eg== dF Sl ¢ o s uRaR Joramrguf fRen & ferg
TS A &

Tuition classes now supplement school teaching at all stages of education, and overall, 26%
of girls and 27.8% of boys are enrolled in such classes.

3 IR FATNT TR & Tt TR0 H WHd R1&01 BT Reb &7 718 &, 3R $of [ 26%
ASHAT 3R 27.8% AGP T Hemaii § AHifPd g
When it comes to expenditure, however, the gap widens, especially in higher classes.

BT, 99 B 91d 3 W I8 3R ¢ ol 8, [aRvsr 3= Hamai H|

By the higher secondary level, families are spending on average 22% more in terms of
tuition fees on their boys in comparison to girls.

I HTHAN® TR dF TA-3M1d, URAR TSfdhal &1 a1 § as@! &) == Wi W 3iua-
229 3w Wd FR W |

How does this vary by State?

IR U8 A e giar 82

States differ widely in terms of the gender gap in education.

Rren # A sfar & T & Iat B Sl s g1

When it comes to enrolment of girls and boys in government schools versus private
schools, for instance, the biggest gaps can be seen in States/UTs such as Delhi, where
almost 54% of boys go to government schools, compared to more than 65% of girls.

9 IRPRI IHdl a0 ol Ipal J Tl 3R 8! & AHiw- B ard Tl ¢, df T
g 3R faeett S I<di/dg ATRId U2 | <=aT Sff Febdl &, S8l TTHI 54% ASP IRBRY
WAl H S § Safes 65% A Sifte defral WaR! w@al § Sk €|
On the other hand, almost 38.8% of boys go to more expensive private schools, compared
to 26.6% of girls.
T SR, AT 38.8% TSP Heil fAeil Tpal H o & STafds 26.6% dsfddi & I8! ofrd ¢ |
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Punjab also have gender gaps of more than 10
percentage points.

T TSI, ISR 3R voirg & off 10 wferra oiw & s1fie &1 dfies iR 5
In Gujarat, the gender gap is striking in urban areas, but narrower in rural areas.

Wﬁ%mmﬁ%ﬁm%wmaﬁﬁw%

In Tamil Nadu and Kerala, boys and girls go to government and private schools in almost
equal ratios.

3R FA A dsd 3R dSat THTHT THH uTd & WHRT 3R Foh Wt & S

gl

Several northeastern States have flipped the script, sending more girls to private schools.
% YAl sl A fIudia Se fomman €, wiet oifirer s fepal &1 foreht T@at o o w1 eT 21
Expenditures are more nuanced, especially in the higher classes.

I ¥ Sifed 8, faRiva 3= wemasit §|

In higher secondary education, for instance, families in Telangana, Tamil Nadu, and West
Bengal spend vastly more on boys than girls, though they spend more on girls at the
secondary level.

I= ureAtire fRem o, Iarexu & o, deTn, aftrenrg ik ufd swme & ufar asfeal
g@%ﬁ@aﬁwwm@émﬁ%mmwﬁﬁwwﬁmwm
Tl

In Tamil Nadu, for instance, the average education expenditure on girls at the secondary
level is ¥23,796 compared to ¥22,593 on boys.
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IeTERY & fo, aftramrg & il TR R aefedl iR ehad fRiam = 223,796 § Sa(h

TSHI W 222,593 B

In higher secondary education, however, the expenditure on boys in the State has shot up

to ¥35,973, compared to just 19,412 for girls.

gﬁ?, I HTAT® TR W I § A1 IR Td dga 35,973 Bl T1 §, TIafh asiohdl IR
%19,412|

Part of this can be attributed to girls dropping out at that stage, though subsidies for girl
students could also account for some of the difference.

TP S HRUT 3T TR R TSP & UeTs SIS B! AT Sl & &, gl dsfbal &
R afewrdt 1t oo iR & IH T B
Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and Kerala also spend more on higher secondary

girls, especially in urban India, where data shows that transport costs become a major
factor, with parents intent on safety of the girl.

s wemT, faumaa v ok Fve o I ureafie asfeal W it Td FRd §, WRIDHR
et URA H, et o fewmd § o ufkagT anTd Us U@ HR& o Sl g 3R JTefl-fir
TSP BT YRET TR WIR < &

Expenditure on private coaching also varied by State, especially at the higher secondary
level.

foreft SifeT W gt AR i o, faRive Sw ardfie &R W

In Himachal Pradesh, for instance, there was a stark gap between the ¥9,813 spent per boy
student in higher secondary school enrolled for private tuition in comparison to the ¥1,550
spent per girl.

TR & fore, fewmaa wemt o, 3= areafiies od o el aRE & fae adifed ufd ase w®
29,813 W fora1 T, Safes el AS Pt IR Had 21,550 T o1 1T

Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu were among other States which showed
significant gender gaps in this regard.

feR, IREs, IR 3R affaArg 37 o ol § i € forei 3w dey o meagut
I SR feamn|
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Is a shift underway in India’s foreign policy?

How productive was the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit? Did a meeting between

China, Russia and India at Tianjin signal a change in relations? Did US.

moves on tariffs and

sanctions prompt this? What are the leaders saying?

SL\W

The story so far:
rime Minister Narendra Modi began
the week in Tianjin, with a show of
camaraderie with Chinese President
Xi Jinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit on
September 1. A photograph of the three leaders
together made headlines around the world. It
also seemingly irked U.S. President Donald
Trump, prompting a series of sarcastic
statements, even as the U.S. doubled down on
50% tariffs, sanctions on India’s import of
Russian oil, and asking the European Union to
do the same. By the end of the week, however,
Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump appeared conciliatory.

What happened in Tianjin?

The week saw a series of high-level summits
seen as a projection of power by China,
beginning with the 10-nation SCO summit in
Tianjin, where several other leaders including
from Turkey, Nepal, Maldives, Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Indonesia and Malaysia were invited.
From there, the action moved to Beijing, where
Mr. Xiled Mr. Putin and dozens of other leaders
including North Korea’s Kim Jong Un to a

India-US.
relations
have been

impacted by

months of
tension, but
official
exchanges
and military
exercises
have not
stopped

A restructuring: PM Mdi with Russian President Mr. Putin and China’s
President Mr. Xi ahead of the SCO summit in Tianjin, on September 1. REUTERS

massive military parade commemorating 80
years since the end of the Second World War.
The statements released included a number of
counter-West elements, with Mr. Xi promoting a
“Global Governance Initiative” and Mr. Modi
pitching for a “civilisational dialogue™ between
SCO countries. The SCO declaration criticised
“coercive, unilateral” economic measures,
believed to be aimed at U.S. tariffs and European
sanctions. During a photo-shoot for the SCO
meet, Prime Minister Modi was seen
purposefully leading President Putin down the
red carpet to where President Xi was standing. A
day before that, Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi held
bilateral talks that had been cordial and possibly
paved the way for the tri-leader photo.

What happened at the bilateral meeting?
This was Mr. Modi’s first visit to China since
2018, and his first meeting with President Xi not
in a third country since the military standoff and
Galwan clashes in 2020, where both sides
agreed to normalise ties. China appeared
conciliatory, with Mr. Xi referring to India and
China as “partners not rivals”, while India
appears to have climbed down from an
insistence that the LAC situation be normalised
before a resumption of ties in other spheres.
They agreed to let the border situation be
discussed between Special Representatives
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval. Besides revival of
flights, visa facilitation and the Kailash
Manasarovar Yatra, they agreed to resolve the
trade issues between them.

How did the U.S. view the meetings?
In Washington, the photograph of the Tianjin
“troika”, as well as subsequent images of the
leaders of Russia, China, North Korea, Central
Asian states, Iran, Pakistan and others, were
seen as a challenge to the Western order, as well
as proof that India had now “switched sides”.
On social media, Mr. Trump posted a photo
from the SCO summit saying that it looked like
the U.S. had “lost India and Russia to deepest,
darkest, China”. The White House Trade Adviser
Peter Navarro, seen as one of the officials driving
tariffs against India, said it was a “shame” that

India as a democracy was getting closer to
Russia and China. There were a number of other
comments criticising the Modi government,
including calling the Ukraine conflict “Modi’s
war”, which the Ministry of External Affairs
rejected as “inaccurate and misleading”. India
will also participate in a BRICS online summit
chaired by Brazil on September 8 to discuss a
common response to the U.S. tariffs, which may
send up more red flags.

Delhi-Washington ties have been fraught over
many issues, including visa, immigration and
trade policies, and Mr. Trump’s repeated
assertions of mediating the ceasefire in
Operation Sindoor. But amid the tension, came
yet another turnaround. Mr. Trump on Friday
said that India and the U.S. have a “special
relationship” and that he would “always be great
friends with PM Modi”. Mr. Modi, who had not
responded to any of the statements thus far,
welcomed them and said he shared Mr. Trump’s
“positive assessment” of the partnership.

What lies ahead?
While many foreign policy observers may have
faced whiplash from the perception that Indian
policy had shifted from the “west to the east”
and possibly back to the west, the shifts are less
perceptible if you consider India’s decades-old
policy of strategic autonomy and balance. The
visit to China for the SCO had been expected for
months, after the Xi-Modi meeting in Kazan on
the sidelines of the BRICS summit in October
2024 had restarted ties. While India had put SCO
on the backburner for the past two years and
PM Modi skipped the Summit in Astana last year,
the visit to China was considered important. In
that sense, the Modi-Xi meeting was simply an
attempt to normalise ties after years of serious
tensions, and the Modi-Xi-Putin chat, would
have been more significant if followed by a
revival of formal Russia-India-China talks.
India-U.S. relations have no doubt been
impacted by months of tensions on a range of
issues, but official exchanges and milif
exercises have not stopped. Much will depend
on whether the U.S. and India can find a
compromise over demands to cancel Russian oil
imports or for India to open its agricultural and
dairy sectors, and whether the U.S. reconsiders
its 50% tariff on India. With Mr. Jaishankar
headed to the U.S. for the UN General Assembly
this month, talks about scheduling the Quad
summit, where Mr. Trump is due to visit India
later this year, will be closely watched.

Is a shift underway in India’s foreign policy?

T URd & faew Ay § sgaa g e e

How productive was the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit?
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Did a meeting between China, Russia and India at Tianjin signal a change in

relations?
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Did U.S. moves on tariffs and sanctions prompt this?
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi began the week in Tianjin, with a show of camaraderie with
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit on September 1.
TR g W Y e B erd frarfe ® Y, w5t I I wgufa =it R sk
w3t wpufa sefedk gfom & 9 T ggaT @e (gasftel) Rrer /e & 1 Rda
DI §U BRIHH & SaR forrr &1 uexiA faan|
A photograph of the three leaders together made headlines around the world.
< Aarstt @1 T Ay R awdik A g wR F gidat aert
It also seemingly irked U.S. President Donald Trump, prompting a series of sarcastic
statements, even as the U.S. doubled down on 50% tariffs, sanctions on India’s import of
Russian oil, and asking the European Union to do the same.
=Y vt SHTes ¢ ot AR o, s ard 381 &8 ool WR §9F 3T, S
SAR®BT = 50% , HRd & =41 dd ST IR ufaae 3R gridt €9 9 +ff 0 & &1
SRIY GG
By the end of the week, however, Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump appeared conciliatory.
BIdiifes e & 3id o, 4t Aret ok ot ¢u gas gl fewrs feul
What happened in Tianjin?

o 1 g3M?
The week saw a series of high-level summits seen as a projection of power by China,
beginning with the 10-nation SCO summit in Tianjin, where several other leaders including
from Turkey, Nepal, Maldives, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Indonesia and Malaysia were invited.

e 1 Y3 A §RT 30T fad & UG & U H ¢4 U 3o Wi FRRaR JwWei o

mﬁg‘s‘ ! Yad 10-3=fia Tl Rrexr wwia 3 faamfom o g3, et gt
%&n &m:%\;rﬁaﬁﬁms@ﬁﬁmeﬁ?nﬁmq%aaﬁmﬁm&hﬁmﬁa
warn

From there, the action moved to Beijing, where Mr. Xi led Mr. Putin and dozens of other
leaders including North Korea’s Kim Jong Un to a massive military parade
commemorating 80 years since the end of the Second World War.

Ig1 § HRATs AT I 718, et oft =t 7 ot gfas ok IR FIfRvar & forw Sl 31 afga
ol 3 ATl BT g feetd fay g B T & 80 AT QR g1 & IUaed H maford
TS foxna A= s # foan

The statements released included a number of counter-West elements, with Mr. Xi
promoting a “Global Governance Initiative” and Mr. Modi pitching for a “civilisational
dialogue” between SCO countries.

ot sl & %S uf3m-faRidh g wnfa 2, wigt ff =R S “reiaa aw gfARefea” @ sgar
fear oik ot At 3 wafteit 3= & o9 “TganTa "arg” &1 IHIed S|

The SCO declaration criticised “coercive, unilateral” economic measures, believed to be
aimed at U.S. tariffs and European sanctions.

TS TV U A “gaqd®, THav bl AT Ul ST ST B, S A1 Sl § fob
Ayt TRE iR TR ufadedt & aférd w=a g1

During a photo-shoot for the SCO meet, Prime Minister Modi was seen purposefully
leading President Putin down the red carpet to where President Xi was standing.

T3 8% & SR WIEl-YE T, um%aﬁﬂgﬁgﬁqaﬁwmmww
dh o I T 7T Sfgt gt <t s 3

A day before that, Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi held bilateral talks that had been cordial and possibly
paved the way for the tri-leader photo.

399 Ua o ugd, ot 2t &R oft A 7 fguefta araf =61, o Arerdyul W& &Ik Jvaa: f4-
Aarsii @1 aIR & oy IR daR |

What happened at the bilateral meeting?

fguehia do@ o 7 g

This was Mr. Modi’s first visit to China since 2018, and his first meeting with President Xi
not in a third country since the military standoff and Galwan clashes in 2020, where both
sides agreed to normalise ties.

7 ot At P1 2018 F 91 HN B Ugent A o, R Igafar 2 b Ay ITH! Ul dob A
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S 2020 ® = MARIY SR TAa SFSUT & 1 b dIeR o= | a1 gs o, Sigf <l uaii 3
HaE] A B R Hgafd oars

China appeared conciliatory, with Mr. Xi referring to India and China as “partners not
rivals”, while India appears to have climbed down from an insistence that the LAC situation
be normalised before a resumption of ties in other spheres.

9t gog &t oIk ot foEms e, Siet ot = 9 e ok Hi= &1 “ufurggl =16t afcs Agier”
Fg1, e HIRE U1 Ueld Sl & b 39 U8 d oS 21 8 b 3 &5 1 el o) fme & =
FA U Usd Taww! @ fRufa s &t Sl

They agreed to let the border situation be discussed between Special Representatives
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and National Security Adviser Ajit Doval.

I weHld Srars o e fRufa R == fai ufafAiRral = fag=r w2t aiv 4@t sk wgia
TRET TATEPR 3Sild SIUTH b &1 g |

Besides revival of flights, visa facilitation and the Kailash Manasarovar Yatra, they
agreed to resolve the trade issues between them.

IS B FgTelt, Ao AT 3R FET= AFRRIGR IET & S(T7al, S84 U SR gl
@ 5 B W IgAR TS |

How did the U.S. view the meetings?

ARPT A 39 I5H! B FA @

In Washington, the photograph of the Tianjin “troika”, as well as subsequent images of the
leaders of Russia, China, North Korea, Central Asian states, Iran, Pakistan and others,

were seen as a challenge to the Western order, as well as proof that India had now
“switched sides”.

H, faamfim «Brfd &t awdik oik =9, 99, Iw= Fifvar, g TlRmrs ¢=n, S/,
TR 3T 3 Je1al 1 S1a 39 FediR bl uideht ot & g gt 31 39 7 T W
T AT {6 UIR 319 “Uef 9ed gaT 7
On social media, Mr. Trump posted a photo from the SCO summit saying that it looked like
the U.S. had “lost India and Russia to deepest, darkest, China”.

e HifEa i, ot ¢u 7 raeiien ReR IWeas 9 U6 qR URe Hd §U S8l fob T o
5T U1 o5 SFAR®T 7 “URA 3R ¥4 $I TeR, AR A” & gard o a1 g1
The White House Trade Adviser Peter Navarro, seen as one of the officials driving tariffs

against India, said it was a “shame” that India as a democracy was getting closer to
Russia and China.

T3¢ T139 ¢S TsaIgoR Wer 7aRY, {51 URa & fRaeme e ar] &1 ara sifvyereal o
9 UH AT Sl 8, A Fel fb T8 “Inf1e” § {6 URd TP Aipad $ FU A T F MR I &
H T TET B

There were a number of other comments criticising the Modi government, including calling

the Ukraine conflict “Modi’s war”, which the Ministry of External Affairs rejected as
“inaccurate and misleading”.

T THR 1 A 3 a1l B 3= FReafora of off e geb=1 wud @1 “Hidt 1 J5”
a1 T, TR Rt Wi 3 e SR T SRR f|
India will also participate in a BRICS online summit chaired by Brazil on September 8 to
discuss a common response to the U.S. tariffs, which may send up more red flags.

HRd 8 RIdaR &1 SiTeiter &1 sfeardr § g1 drel fored sifarg= RRER I e | f ymr o,
oo srifvant 2fvw & ufa amgfes ufafear R == &t Sewh, S SR siftres aarait wda
THdA g
Delhi-Washington ties have been fraught over many issues, including visa, immigration
and trade policies, and Mr. Trump’s repeated assertions of mediating the ceasefire in
Operation Sindoor.

faeeht-aTRiTeT Ty H3 G| IR a-1aqui 38 &, ford dtelT, maei iR saruR Hiferd, sik
TR RigR ¥ gfarTd W 71 & IR # Mt ¢U & IR-9R & g1d WA § |
But amid the tension, came yet another turnaround.

AP T1a & &9, T iR HiS 3|

Mr. Trump on Friday said that India and the U.S. have a “special relationship” and that he
would “always be great friends with PM Modi”.
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ot ¥U 7 YEPAR F) Hel [ YR 3R AR & o9 “fIRy Jdy” § 3R a8 “gH= T
i & 31 R R~ |

Mr. Modi, who had not responded to any of the statements thus far, welcomed them and said
he shared Mr. Trump’s “positive assessment” of the partnership.

Y Y, S8R ore dop foralt +ft s R ufaferan =gt <t <ft, 3 361 WarTd fhar 3R &1 i a8
ot IU F “TPRIAD MHA-” I TgHd 8 |

What lies ahead?

31T T g

While many foreign policy observers may have faced whiplash from the perception that
Indian policy had shifted from the “west to the east” and possibly back to the west, the
shifts are less perceptible if you consider India’s decades-old policy of strategic
autonomy and balance.

Tl s fagRT i wider®l & g8 oMUY 81 9ol & [ WRdg i «ufim 9 gd> ¢k
JUT: 0 YA P 3R Fd TS &, Al TG MY HIRT B GRIB] [RIA FUMHITaD @
3R igaT @1 Y 31 <, T I Jead FH WY T G

The visit to China for the SCO had been expected for months, after the Xi-Modi meeting in
Kazan on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in October 2024 had restarted ties.

TaAteN & g 99 @Y arn & ggiAl 9 SHie o, Fife sragar 2024 ¥ forew Rrer aweq
& TR FAT | g3 M-Ad 9@ 7 el o) o I Y& o= feam

While India had put SCO on the backburner for the past two years and PM Modi skipped
the Summit in Astana last year, the visit to China was considered important.

BT URE = fUsd & auf 9 TaRile & fUed wI= uR 3@ o1 SR gy uidt 3 fUea
9 ST ¥ ¢ R I § WnT ) foran un, 99 9t amn & gg@qu! g

In that sense, the Modi-Xi meeting was simply an attempt to normalise ties after years of

serious tensions, and the Modi-Xi-Putin chat would have been more significant if followed
by a revival of formal Russia-India-China talks.

39 BP0, Widt-2N FoP Had aul F R dA1El F q1g el B GH HI BT U
R, 3R WidY-=f-gfa aradia a9 if¥e Ayl gt afe I a1g siuaTR® w9-YRa-H99
qratef @ (vaR oidll

India-U.S. relations have no doubt been impacted by months of tensions on a range of
issues, but official exchanges and military exercises have not stopped.

YRA-AN®T Yoy FRice $3 gel R WEHl & a41d ¥ gHIfaa gu €, dfe snftreie
TG-S SR AT AATH T I & |
Much will depend on whether the U.S. and India can find a compromise over demands to

cancel Russian oil imports or for India to open its agricultural and dairy sectors, and
whether the U.S. reconsiders its 50% tariff on India.

95d $© 39 W MR &0 s 71 3Rt 3R YRa =t a9 3mard &1 ¥ H1 S AT a1
YRd & $Y 3R T &= B Wi W JAS HR Tbd 7, 3R 7 MRST YR W 37
509% eRB R TR BT 2|

With Mr. Jaishankar headed to the U.S. for the UN General Assembly this month, talks

about scheduling the Quad summit, where Mr. Trump is due to visit India later this year,
will be closely watched.

39 AR it TRIeR & AT Y WGMHT & T SRt o1 & 1Y, PTs Rraw e o
TJHY-GRUN W 94T, 95T Mt ¢ 5T a4 & 3id H YRA &1 I U, W Hel AoR 3@ S|
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Meera Srinivasan

ri Lankan President Anura

Kumara Dissanayake’s recent

visit to Katchatheevu, said to

be the first by a head of state,
drew attention on both sides of the
Palk Strait.

Attired in smart casuals — his
trademark double-pocket shirt — the
56-year-old leftist leader, elected to
office a year ago, is seen on a naval
boat, flanked by Fisheries Minister and
Jaffna MP Ramalingam Chandrasekar
and other officials. He smiles gently
before setting foot on the tiny,
uninhabited island, 33 nautical miles
off the Jaffna peninsula, on September
1. Seated in the shade of palm trees,
Mr. Dissanayake listens intently while a
Naval officer describes the 1.15 sq. km
outcrop, pointing to a map.

‘Walking around briskly with officials
in tow, Mr. Dissanayake pays respects
at the St. Anthony’s Catholic Shrine,
the only permanent structure there,
before returning to Jaffna, where at a
public meeting earlier that day he
pledged to safeguard Sri Lankan
territory, resisting any “external
force”. The symbolism of the visit,
with the accompanying visuals and
messaging played well in Sri Lanka,
comes days after Tamil actor-politician
Vijay’s demand in a political rally that
India must retrieve Katchatheevu from
Sri Lanka. The government
subsequently announced it is also
exploring the tourism potential of
Katchatheevu, by making it more
accessible from nearby Delft island,
one of Jaffna’s off-track tourist
destinations.

The competing claims made from
India [Madras Presidency, specifically]
and Ceylon to Katchatheevu date back
to the 1920s, during British colonial
times. The neighbours settled the
matter some five decades later,
through two bilateral agreements
signed in 1974 and 1976, delineating an
International Maritime Boundary Line,
whereby Katchatheevu is firmly on the
Sri Lankan side. In return, New Delhi
got sovereign rights over Wadge Bank,
located near Kanniyakumari, known

A flashpoint in the Palk Strait

Katchatheevu

Half a century since New Delhi gave up its claim to the barren island and recognised Sri Lanka’s sovereignty over it, politicians in India periodically rake up the issue,
triggering tensions in ties between the friendly countries
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for its rich resources.

Katchatheevu is a barren island,
with no drinking water or sanitation.
Every March, Sri Lanka waives visa
controls to allow fishermen from India
to worship along with their Sri Lankan
counterparts at the St. Anthony’s
festival. Around the annual two-day
event, mobile toilets and drinking
water booths are put up for pilgrims.

Political calculation

Bizarrely, though, half a century since
India gave up its claim to Katchatheevu
and recognised Sri Lanka’s sovereignty
over it, politicians in India periodically
rake up the issue. The political
calculation driving the frequent call is
the assumption that it could boost
voter support if pitched as a solution to
the enduring fisheries conflict affecting
Tamil Nadu’s fishermen, a sizeable
electoral constituency.

The fact that the Congress and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
were in power, respectively at the
Centre and in Tamil Nadu, in the 1970s

has offered political ammunition to
their rivals, especially on the eve of
State polls next year. Ahead of general
elections last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused the Congress
of “callously giving away” the island to
Sri Lanka. External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar swiftly amplified this by
‘blaming the two BJP rivals for
compromising Indian fishermen’s
rights in the Palk Strait.

Both Dravidian parties [DMK and
‘Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, or
AIADMK], have demanded its retrieval.
In 2008, former Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu Jayalalithaa, as General
Secretary of the AIADMK, petitioned
the Supreme Court seeking a
declaration that the 1974 and 1976
agreements were unconstitutional.
Ahead of Prime Minister Modi’s visit to
Sri Lanka in April 2025, the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly
unanimously adopted a resolution,
urging the Union government to take
steps to retrieve the Katchatheevu
island. Subsequently, Chief Minister

A flashpoint in the Palk Strait
T Siadty § U faargrug ge1

e Half a century since New Delhi gave up its claim to the barren island and recognised Sri
Lanka’s sovereignty over it, politicians in India periodically rake up the issue, triggering
tensions in ties between the friendly countries

T8 feweht gRT g €1 W 30T a1 Bl 3R 39 W MeiedT Pt AUYT &1 A1Td1 33 &
maﬁag;ﬁ,gm%waﬁmw&mwsqa%ﬁwﬁimWéﬁﬁ%ﬁa
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e Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s recent visit to Katchatheevu, said to
be the first by a head of state, drew attention on both sides of the Palk Strait
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M.K. Stalin said the island’s retrieval
was “the only permanent solution” to
the issues faced by the fishermen in
the State.

Everyone calling for the island’s
retrieval in India must know well that
itis a far-fetched ask from a mostly
friendly neighbour. In 2013, the Union
government informed the Supreme
Court that the question of gaining
Katchatheevu from Sri Lanka did not
arise, as “no territory belonging to
India was ceded nor sovereignty
relinquished since the area in question
was in dispute and had never been
demarcated”. In 2014, then
Attorney-General Mukul Rohatgi
submitted before the Supreme Court
that if India had to retrieve an island
belonging to Sri Lanka, “we have to go
to war”. The factors that keep the issue
alive, despite diplomatic and legal
resolution, are chiefly political, and in
fact to do with the political economy of
a depleting catch in a narrow stretch of
water.

Fishermen of south India and

northern Sri Lanka rely heavily on the
resource-rich Palk Strait. However,
with Tamil Nadu fishermen relentlessly
resorting to bottom-trawling, a
destructive fishing method that scoops
out the seabed to maximise the catch
and profits, this has severely affected
the marine ecosystem. With the catch
on the Indian side of the International
Maritime Boundary Line diminishing
over time, the Tamil Nadu fishing
boats ventured into the Sri Lankan
side, targeting a heavier net. Daily
wage fishermen, working for wealthy
boat owners in Tamil Nadu,
periodically court arrest by the Sri
Lankan Navy — over 230 arrests so far
this year— a risk they take to secure
their day’s earnings.

Bottom-trawling

‘Tamil fishermen in northern Sri
Lanka, still reeling from the impact of
the civil war that ended 16 years ago,
contend they have no real chance of
rebuilding their destroyed livelihoods,
unless their counterparts across the
Palk Strait give up bottom-trawling — a
practice banned in Sri Lanka.

In bilateral talks with fisher leaders
through the years, or petitions to
politicians in India and Sri Lanka, all
they have been asking their fellow,
‘Tamil-speaking brothers is that they
stop the practice. In ministerial level
talks between India and Sri Lanka in
2016, New Delhi acknowledged this
and agreed to expedite the transition
towards ending the practice of bottom
trawling “at the earliest”. But the
practice continues.

Decades ago, fishermen from both
sides used Katchatheevu as a resting
point and a spot to dry out their nets.
But in recent history, most arrests of
Indian fishermen are made well past
Katchatheevu, very close to Sri Lanka’s
northern shores. Policymakers on the
Indian side know where the problem
lies. And politicians know that
Katchatheevu offers no real solution to
it. But unwilling to confront a key
electorate with a difficult question,
they habitually invoke it to divert
attention from their own failure to
resolve the festering fisheries conflict.

B Ug! AT BT Ol §, 7 UTP AT & a1 3R AT b ifd foma
e Attired in smart casuals — his trademark double-pocket shirt — the 56-year-old leftist
leader, elected to office a year ago, is seen on a naval boat, flanked by Fisheries Minister
and Jaffna MP Ramalingam Chandrasekar and other officials
WTE PR T, 30 TSUTH STA-UlPbe XS UgH gU, 56 I8 aryudt Adr, forg ue av gd
Ug & g A1 T T, U AR A9 IR 3 Y, fo e 9ry ge WAt 3R SATHT WAE
AT TR YT 3 BRI A
o He smiles gently before setting foot on the tiny, uninhabited island, 33 nautical miles off the
Jaffna peninsula, on September 1
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The competing claims made
from India [Madras Presidency,
specifically] and Ceylon to
Katchatheevu date back to the
1920s, during British colonial
times

v
The neighbours settled the
matter some five decades later,
through two bilateral
agreements signed in 1974 and
1976, delineating an
International Maritime
Boundary Line, whereby
Katchatheevu is firmly on the
Sri Lankan side

-
In return, New Delhi got
sovereign rights over Wadge
Bank, located near
Kanniyakumari, known for its
rich resources
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I% 1 RideR &1 ITw-T uragiy & 33 It fie gR B, Ao 619 W Hed 3@ 9 Ugd g
THH faaRd §

Seated in the shade of palm trees, Mr. Dissanayake listens intently while a Naval officer
describes the 1.15 sq. km outcrop, pointing to a map

i 8t &1 BT § 96 g, f fSumiae ergde gAd § Safe Uh e st 7a o
3R SIRT R §U 1.15 9 fratier & &3 H1 0 Fd &

Walking around briskly with officials in tow, Mr. Dissanayake pays respects at the St.
Anthony’s Catholic Shrine, the only permanent structure there, before returning to Jaffna,
where at a public meeting earlier that day he pledged to safeguard Sri Lankan territory,
resisting any external force

STl & A1y ol ¥ Iad gu, 4 fearmas de gyt SUifere HfeR & 99 Yo o3 §,
SN I8 B THHT R TR 7, AR 5 w1 ded §, 96T 39 37 Ugd U Wide-e 9o
T 35 fpult ot a1t ara &1 TRty Fxd gU i1 & BT 38 &1 a9 faa

The symbolism of the visit, with the accompanying visuals and messaging played well in Sri
Lanka, comes days after Tamil actor-politician Vijay’s demand in a political rally that India
must retrieve Katchatheevu from Sri Lanka

T I F1 UABIAS Hed, ST 1Y Jo! ik AR TexT, St & 331 yuTd STad €, I8
g 9 s 99 T o Ugdl arid STHAdI-TSIfas faera = T Asiid et § 17 & ot
% YR B fidswr A Fadig aroT o= T

The government subsequently announced it is also exploring the tourism potential of
Katchatheevu, by making it more accessible from nearby Delft island, one of Jaffna’s off-
track tourist destinations

WEHR A TG & G0N $1 [ 98 Haig HI U & STHE g9 ¥ SIS Jay TR 39d Wed
&raar 1 off OaT @ X €, S ST & T Wied R B YU §

The competing claims made from India (Madras Presidency) and Ceylon to Katchatheevu
date back to the 1920s, during British colonial times

FHadig R HRd @S FHS:d ok e & offa ufawelf ara 1920 & gvre # fafesr
SufrafRie H1a & SRA TF gu
The neighbours settled the matter five decades later, through two bilateral agreements

signed in 1974 and 1976, delineating an International Maritime Boundary Line, whereby
Katchatheevu is firmly on the Sri Lankan side

TSI 32 3 I8 HIHGT UK X% dG 1974 3R 1976 § gxaneia ¢l fgueha gwsial &
HIETH & o, Ford Ueh SfaaTgi s e Y 9l s, e ded Hadlg et
& o o1 T

In return, New Delhi got sovereign rights over Wadge Bank, located near Kanniyakumari,
known for its rich resources

3P 9, 3 feeell B! FUTHHART & U fRYT Ao 9 R "9y ARGR Ad, S 3o 993
ST 3 foT ST ST §
Katchatheevu is a barren island, with no drinking water or sanitation

Hadlig U GAT 419 2, STef R o1 Uit iR Tawsell 1 1S oyl 1l &

Every March, Sri Lanka waives visa controls to allow fishermen from India to worship along
with their Sri Lankan counterparts at the St. Anthony’s festival

&R Ird Ard &, et dieT 01 gerdT § aifd URd & APeR 3 didds qadmel & a1y
e Ty Ia & IOl HR IS

Around the annual two-day event, mobile toilets and drinking water booths are put up for
pilgrims

i Q)-feafia smieH & SRM, et & foe Marsa Meare ik fi7 & urt & 9y
USIRE

Bizarrely, though, half a century since India gave up its claim to Katchatheevu and
recognised Sri Lanka’s sovereignty over it, politicians in India periodically rake up the issue
3fsiie &1 T8 ¢ fb HRE gRT Sadig W 301 graT Bl 3R I W et Uy &1
TR &7 & T Tl &6 Hf, HIRE & IodT THT-I9d WR 39 4E, $1 31d §

The political calculation driving the frequent call is the assumption that it could boost voter
support if pitched as a solution to the enduring fisheries conflict affecting Tamil Nadu’s
fishermen, a sizeable electoral constituency
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IR-§R IoT5 o aTell 39 AN & YT o1 TUHT 98 § o R 39 afirasirg & ageimil
DI JUITAd P aTdl dd TG I Il AT I8 A Y & GATYH & ¥9 H TR a1 o1, dl 78
TGl WY 9T AHal 8, S U Heayyl fatas & ®

e The fact that the Congress and the DMK were in power, respectively at the Centre and in
Tamil Nadu, in the 1970s has offered political ammunition to their rivals, especially on the
eve of State polls next year
Ig 9 % 1970 & SR1® & ST 3R DMK HHRN: g 3R alye-rg § T 8 3, 3 3h
fRIRMY 1 oHifae 8RR UeH a1 8, W 3FTe ITd g1 aTd I1ed ATl St gd e
W

e Ahead of general elections last year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi accused the
Congress of “callously giving away” the island to Sri Lanka
o 9a & oMy gATal I Ugd, WUTHHAT ANg HIdt 7 S R I8 Hgd gu SRIY T fs
I9 I8 §1u St ot araRarg! | ¢ fean

e External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar swiftly amplified this by blaming the two BJP rivals
for compromising Indian fishermen’s rights in the Palk Strait

fodw v oo, S=ieR A 39 SIR o derd gu & deidt faRifRray R ure srerift # wRda
TZIRI F ARGRY A THSNET HA BT SRIY AT

e Both DMK and AIADMK have demanded its retrieval
DMK 3R AIADMK G 7 39 : W B A &1 §

e |n 2008, former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, as AIADMK General Secretary,

petitioned the Supreme Court seeking a declaration that the 1974 and 1976 agreements
were unconstitutional

2008 ¥, affia-Tg ®1 Yd @RI Saefedr, AIADMK &1 Hgfua & wU &, i S o
IRIeT SR B fob 1974 3R 1976 & GHSMA HaUE &
e Ahead of Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Sri Lanka in April 2025, the Tamil Nadu

Legislative Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution, urging the Union government to
take steps to retrieve the Katchatheevu island

e 2025 B gUTE Wit @t fidst amn 3 ugd, aftraerg a3 gaawmia 9 e
gﬁﬁ%,ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁmaﬁﬂmmm
T

e Subsequently, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin said the island’s retrieval was “the only
permanent solution” to the issues faced by the fishermen in the State

U SIe, GOIHA TH.F. T A $el {6 g 3! aruwit o9 & AGSHRI GRT et o arell
TS BT “THHTH VT THI §
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%ﬁf\wqﬁrw RNA 3fiR 3 tfrs 9 98 & 9&d
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i gESIvA & I1Y WIfd W
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GI tag push for traditional items
reshapes Bodoland poll narrative

The registration of 21 items, including local textiles and traditional alcoholic beverages, has enthused 26 communities of the

Bodoland Territorial Region to have their cultural artefacts Gl-tagged: a youth- led initiative helped in gaining GI registration

T —

GUWAHATI

ssam’s poll-bound
ABodoland Territo-
rial Region (BTR)

has the usual issues. It also
has a new topic of discus-
sion — Geographical Indi-
cation or GI tags for its tra-
ditional products, crafts,
and agricultural items.

Elections in the 8,970-
sq. km BTR, governed by
the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC), are sche-
duled for September 22.
The council has 40 consti-
tuencies across five dis-
tricts bordering Bhutan.

A team of Bodo youth
undertook an initiative that
helped the BTR govern-
ment get GI registration for
21 items, including local
textiles and traditional al-
coholic beverages. Aware-
ness about the inherent be-
nefits of such tagging
virtually triggered a race
among 26 indigenous com-
munities to register their
cultural artefacts.

The core members of
the team are biotechnolo-
gist Ling Narzihary, artist
Swapna Muchahary, social
worker Kansai Brahma,

Vibrant wear: Bodo textiles with their woven motifs have been recognised with Gl tags. PTI

and entrepreneurs Nacha-
ni Brahma, Pulak Basuma-
tary, and Ranjila Mohilary.
“A Gl tag fuels economic
growth through higher
market value and export
potential, legal protection
against unauthorised use
and imitation, cultural pre-
servation, and enhanced
consumer trust by assuring
quality and authenticity. It
also fosters rural develop-
ment,” Mr. Narzihary said.
The team began collect-
ing data in 2021 and identi-
fied more than 50 items
that qualified for GI tag-
ging. The registration for 21
of these was secured bet-
ween November 2023 and

May 2024. A few months
ago, the BTR government
launched a special drive to
secure the GI tag for the re-
maining and more tradi-
tional items of all 26 com-
munities living in the BTR.
Apart from the dominant
Bodos, the communities
include Adivasis, Gurkhas,
Koch-Rajbongshis, Ha-
jongs, Kurukhs, Madahi
Kacharis, Hiras, and
Patnis.

Recently, the Delhi-
based Gandhi Hindustani
Sahitya Sabha was roped in
to provide expert guidance
through a series of work-
shops, and help various
community scholars and

leaders to identify and doc-
ument their respective cul-
tural items for filing GI tag
applications.

The goal is to create “GI
villages”, where clusters of
artisans and farmers will
be supported with train-
ing, infrastructure, and di-
rect market linkages.

ABSU resolution

About a decade ago, the All
Bodo Students’ Union (AB-
SU) adopted a resolution to
seek GI tags for items un-
ique to the BTR. The union
was then headed by Pra-
mod Boro, one of the key
architects of the Bodo
Peace Accord in January

2020. The push for GI tag-
ging came after Mr. Boro,
who left the ABSU to join
the United People’s Party
Liberal (UPPL), became
the Chief Executive Mem-
ber of the BTC in Decem-
ber 2020. The UPPL rules
the BTR in alliance with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the regional Ga-
na Suraksha Party. The
UPPL and the BJP are
locked in a three-cornered
contest along with the Bo-
doland People’s Front.
One of the priorities of
the BTR government,
headed by Mr. Boro, was to
ensure the recognition and
protection of indigenous
heritage. The govern-
ment’s objective was simi-
lar to that of the team
headed by Mr. Narzihary,
leading to their collabora-
tion. Among 21 items that
received the GI tag are Aro-
nai, Dokhona, and Zwmgra
(motif-rich textiles); Kham,
Serza, and Siphung (musi-
cal instruments); Maibra
Zwu Bidwi and Zwu Gisi
(alcoholic beverages);
Gwkha Gwkhwi and Na-
pham (cuisine) and Gongar
Dundia and Khera Daphini
(rare medicinal plants).

Gl tag push for traditional items reshapes Bodoland poll

narrative

TRUN® axgai & forg sftend & &t uga A gga faa

The registration of 21 items, including local textiles and traditional
alcoholic beverages, has enthused 26 communities of the Bodoland

Territorial Region (BTR) to have their cultural artefacts Gl-tagged; a
youth-led initiative helped in gaining Gl registration
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21 gegaf, o wirita aw ok TRuRY® UIee Uy =i §, & dshiavor A
dieids &g &5 (BTR) ® 26 THGMI &I U= ARPBAPH HaATHiadl Hi
witems & feam & fore afva forar; garel &Y sAqars o e ugd A Sitams

S 0T YT A § Heg Dt

Assam'’s poll-bound Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR) has the usual issues. It
also has a new topic of discussion — Geographical Indication (Gl) tags for its
traditional products, crafts, and agrlcultural items

wﬁﬁuﬁrm@m% &ftg & (BTR) ¥ 90 Te, 81 39H TP 1T
o1+t § — IRuRke I, fRrew 3k Bt axgatt & forg i Jhaw (GI) &
Elections in the 8,970-sq. km BTR, governed by the Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC), are scheduled for September 22

8,970 T fFardier & BTR, S dieids &=fta ufvwe (87C) gR1 MR B, H TG 22
RrdeR &1 g

The council has 40 constituencies across five districts bordering Bhutan

aRee & U YeT Bt W & @ uie a7 40 Frafam @ g

A team of Bodo youth undertook an initiative that helped the BTR government get
Gl registration for 21 items, including local textiles and traditional alcoholic
beverages

3 1 T <1 A TP U5 [E P! O BTR WRPR oI 21 qegail & forg
\-sﬁ Uo7 Tt &= § Hag ol o RIFT avd 3R URURS AIgs U MAd &
Awareness about the inherent benefits of such tagging virtually triggered a race
among 26 indigenous communities to register their cultural artefacts
Y i & g Al & IR & SRedhdl 7 SU-! IR e HATD ! B Golidd HR
& forT 26 TR TYerl & o9 ufawgyl & &
The core members of the team are biotechnologist Ling Narzihary, artist Swapna
Muchahary, social worker Kansai Brahma, and entrepreneurs Nachani Brahma,
Pulak Basumatary, and Ranjila Mohilary
& & 30 Iod § SIeaIdioRe o ATTg R, FaTeR aul JargRl, Ao
STdbdl TS Fall, 3R ITH TAF 5_, Yo SYATARY, quT Ietier Aifart
“A Gl tag fuels economic growth through higher market value and export potential,
legal protection against unauthorised use and imitation, cultural preservation, and
enhanced consumer trust by assuring quality and authenticity. It also fosters rural
development,” Mr. Narzihary said
Gﬂﬁﬂgé‘TBﬂWH@&%? &I, SFTIGd IUANT 3R THd & AT BT
TREMUT, TR D TREUT 3R I[Ura aﬁvwﬁmﬁ%ﬁwﬁwﬁmw
e—nﬁﬁﬁmﬁméﬂ%l gg UTHIT fashT 1 Hl Uicnfed a3, off Arfofent A

Pl

The team began collecting data in 2021 and identified more than 50 items that
gualified for Gl tagging

S 2021 H 32T THA BT L= [T 3R 50 A MRIP axg3Hi B! Uga Bi Sl shiafg
< & forg dim o

The registration for 21 of these was secured between November 2023 and May
2024

0 ¥ 21 BT USHHRUT AdaR 2023 3R HS 2024 F sta1 JRf&rd favan

A few months ago, the BTR government launched a special drive to secure the Gl
tag for the remaining and more traditional items of all 26 communities living in the
BTR

$S HelH U8d, BTR WR®R 7 BTR H 5 ara wt 26 TGl &t W 3R 3ife
qm%mﬁ%%uﬁﬁ&nﬁvﬁmﬁaﬂﬁémwﬁﬁw&ﬁmﬁ%m
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e Apart from the dominant Bodos, the communities include Adivasis, Gurkhas,
Koch-Rajbongshis, Hajongs, Kurukhs, Madahi Kacharis, Hiras, and Patnis

. ﬁ@%&ma@ﬁmﬁmaﬁammmuﬁ
WF\PI ERT 3R ve=it i §

o Recently, the Delhi-based Gandhi Hindustani Sahitya Sabha was roped in to
provide expert guidance through a series of workshops, and help various community
scholars and leaders to identify and document their respective cultural items for filing
Gl tag applications

. a5l A, feee Ry widh Rgear aifge auT o sriRiens] o s g & aem
Y faRvg AFTeR e R 3R fAfte Iyt & fagrt iR Aarsif o shiers &
1A IRIT TR P fQTT S(UA-3HT GBI a3 B Uga 3R GXATdoNBRU &
TGG B & forg =mfive fovan

The goal is to create “Gl villages”, where clusters of artisans and farmers will be
supported with training, infrastructure, and direct market linkages

. e ST T S BT 8, Siel FRIR 3R pa & Tuet 31 ufkien, gfard g
3R T SR et & 91y gHde fear s

ABSU resolution
I'EGIC)

e About a decade ago, the All Bodo Students’ Union (ABSU) adopted a resolution to
seek Gl tags for items unique to the BTR

.  TYT U GRIP Ugd, 3Td SIS Igaed If+a+ (ABSU) - BTR ! fafkiy axgsfi &
forg SieiTg 31 1 A R HT UG SO

e The union was then headed by Pramod Boro, one of the key architects of the Bodo
Peace Accord in January 2020

o 3T IHI Y & UHE Y 91 9, S Sast 2020 § SYst whifa awshd & uga
foafareff 8 4 tw o

e The push for Gl tagging came after Mr. Boro, who left the ABSU to join the United
People’s Party Liberal (UPPL), became the Chief Executive Member of the BTC
in December 2020

o HIRIF ABSU BISHR gATSeS Tiued urdf feraRar (UPPL) & SAd 819 3R fediar
2020 T BTC & YBI HRBRI TG I & 91 SitafTg T & o Ta = g

e The UPPL rules the BTR in alliance with the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the
regional Gana Suraksha Party

« UPPL BTR TR YR ST 9Tl (BJP) 3R &1 701 Y& urdf & 11 Tose o
YT B §

e The UPPL and the BJP are locked in a three-cornered contest along with the
Bodoland People’s Front

« UPPL 3R BJP, SiStds Niqed the & I1Y i R%T gHea H §

¢ One of the priorities of the BTR government, headed by Mr. Boro, was to ensure
the recognition and protection of indigenous heritage

o M ERI P Ag@ il BTR WRBR & WG de & I U Wit favmad & uga™
3R TREF0T AT AT U

e The government’s objective was similar to that of the team headed by Mr. Narzihary,
leading to their collaboration

o WPR P13 A ATERY & AJd aTeh < & THM AT, TR 31 s TganT gl

e Among 21 items that received the Gl tag are Aronai, Dokhona, and Zwmgra (motif-
rich textiles); Kham, Serza, and Siphung (musical instruments); Maibra Zwu Bidwi
and Zwu Gisi (alcoholic beverages); Gwkha Gwkhwi and Napham (cuisine) and
Gongar Dundia and Khera Daphini (rare medicinal plants)
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o 21 FEGST A T TS T T g3 378 SRIATS, SIRAHT 3R SaH7AT (3MHA0-T595
I); T, IS 3R R @y a); e o fasdt oik vy fRft @es o), @ar
TSl 3R AGH (o) T TR GREAT SR BT ST (gefw 3tz dre) <nfare

g

CoWIN portal outage since August
blocks certificate access across India

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

The CoWIN portal, where
the Union and State go-
vernments had together re-
corded over two billion
vaccination doses for CO-
VID-19, has been down
since early August, a
weeks-long outage that has
locked many residents in
India out of their vaccina-
tion certificates.

On August 23, an official
source said that they were
aware of the issue, and that
the outage would be ad-
dressed quickly. However,
the issue remains.

Throughout the pan-
demic, the CoWIN portal’s
certificates were touted as
a signature digital achieve-
ment of the Union govern-
ment, and for several
months the certificates
were required for everyth-
ing from travelling abroad
to essential annexures to
job applications.

While COVID-19 vacci-
nation certificates no lon-
ger play the passport-like
role they did during the
most serious waves of the
pandemic — owing to near
total coverage of at least
one dose of vaccine - the

.

The vaccination certificates are often part of the documents

required for processing of visas for international travel. FILE PHOTO

outage is not without its
victims. “I am unable to
download my travel and
vaccination certificates,
which are essential for visa
processing,” Sohail Marak-
kar, a Bengaluru resident,
complained on social me-
dia platform X on Monday.
Mr. Marakkar told The Hin-
du that his travel agency
had included a vaccine cer-
tificate in the checklist for
travelling, and that even
the feature of fetching a

third-party certificate
through DigiLocker was
not working.

“The issue will be re-
solved by Monday. Team is
at it,” a senior Union
Health Ministry official told
The Hindu on Saturday.

CoWIN (Covid Vaccine

Intelligence Network), the
government’s Web portal
for COVID-19 vaccination
registration, owned and
operated by the Union Mi-
nistry of Health and Family
Welfare, serves the func-
tion of registration, ap-
pointment  scheduling,
identity verification, vacci-
nation, and certification of
each vaccinated member.

Five modules

The CoWIN application
was developed with five
modules — the orchestra-
tion module, vaccination
cold chain module, citizen
registration module, vacci-
nator module, and module
for certificate, feedback,
and adverse event follow-
ing immunisation report-

ing. Eight vaccines such as
Covishield, Covaxin, Cor-
bevax, and Sputnik-V had
been incorporated on the
platform. India in 2021 of-
fered the CoWIN platform
as a digital public good to
the world to combat
COVID-19.

On the current demand
for the vaccine, Suranjit
Chatterjee, consultant, in-
ternal medicine, Indra-
prastha Apollo Hospital,
Delhi, said there was no
rush for the COVID vac-
cine. “We are getting one
or two people coming in
with requests to get vacci-
nated, but largely there is
not much demand for the
vaccines,” Dr. Chatterjee
said.

Meanwhile, according
to the World Health Organ-
ization’s latest report on
the coronavirus in the 28-
day period from July 21 to
August 17 , 87 countries
across five WHO regions
reported new COVID-19
cases. “During this 28-day
period, a total of 71,687
new cases were reported,
which is a decrease com-
pared to the 92,519 new
cases reported from 95
countries in the previous
28-day period.” the WHO
said.
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CoWIN portal outage since August blocks certificate
access across India

3T | CoWIN UIed §¢, I¥ HIRd H WHTUT U ot Ugd q1ferd

e The CoWIN portal, where the Union and State governments had together recorded over
two billion vaccination doses for COVID-19, has been down since early August, a weeks-
long outage that has locked many residents in India out of their vaccination certlflcates

CoWIN UIEd, Tl g 3R Ie0 IRBRI A HAHR CoVID-19 & of fafer & st
FPTHIV RIS 3ol fHT A, 3R B Y31 A 9¢ 8, o Fs eIl d SR} IdTae 4 HRd
B %% ARl & 3% Erprador gaTor uHt § dfd wR fear g

e On August 23, an official source said that they were aware of the issue, and that the outage
would be addressed quickly. However, the issue remains.

23 AT &I, Th HYBIND Ui ¥ el fob d 3T IR I 3aTd ¢ 3R 39 §¢ P Seal &l g
far ST | ETdifes, g s g8 Bl

e Throughout the pandemic, the CoWIN portal’s certificates were touted as a signature
digital achievement of the Union government, and for several months the certificates were
required for everything from travelling abroad to essential annexures to job applications.

TR HETHRI & ERM, CoWIN NEd & THTU Tl & g WWPR 1 U6 TgA feforea suafs
AT T AT, 3R s eI dob I THT0T U fISRT amam 9§ s A 3MTde & Taad
ST dd & ol St o |

o While COVID-19 vaccination certificates no longer play the passport-like role they did
during the most serious waves of the pandemic — owing to near total coverage of at least
one dose of vaccine — the outage is not without its victims.

BT COVID-19 EHTHRT YHIUT U 3Hd HeTHR! &1 THR T8l & SR Trare St YfiresT
Tt FUTd — S HH J FH U AP B GRIP BT AU GUf et 81 IH1 § — Al 39
¥ & HRUI AN I €1 38 B

e “l am unable to download my travel and vaccination certificates, which are essential for visa
processing,” Sohail Marakkar, a Bengaluru resident, complained on social media platform
X on Monday.

B 30 YTAT 3R EBTHRUT THTUT UF S3AAIE F3 B 3w g, 5t e mRfi & forg
W%,”%W,WW,%W@WWWXWW
|

e Mr. Marakkar told The Hindu that his travel agency had included a vaccine certificate in the
checklist for travelling, and that even the feature of fetching a third-party certificate through
DigiLocker was not working.

TRGPR A ¢ f§g B! Iar fb 3701 ¢aa Tt 7 9 & g Awfere & Spra<or yamr o
SMfEa AT T, 3R DigiLocker & HATEH ¥ YS-UTE YHTUT U U 3 &1 giaeT of & g1
CREEE

o “The issue will be resolved by Monday. Team is at it,” a senior Union Health Ministry official
told The Hindu on Saturday.

g TN GHAR d% 8 81 T | 9 B0 R 6 8, U IRy Sefla Wred varay &
ABRY A AR B g g I gar|

e CoWIN (Covid Vaccine Intelligence Network), the government’s Web portal for COVID-19
vaccination registration, owned and operated by the Union Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, serves the function of registration, appointment scheduling, identity verification,
vaccination, and certification of each vaccinated member.

CoWIN (aﬁﬁs%wﬂﬂs%ﬁlﬁvﬁﬁé) PR BT COVID-19 FHTHV Uil & forw ag

TIdd, St Fita @R 3R URaR ST HATad & WG SR are § g, e,

gmwzﬁsqﬁw UgaT AT, SHTHN 3R YA bTdhd Tawd & JHIUA &1 B Rl
I

e Five modules
uig Aisyd

e The CoWIN application was developed with five modules — the orchestration module,
vaccination cold chain module, citizen registration module, vaccinator module, and
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module for certificate, feedback, and adverse event following immunisation reporting.
CoWIN TP R &1 Uie ATsgd & a1y I Rd foar T o1 — Sifhe = ATy,
EBTHRU Pies A Aiegd, ARG USRI Aiegd, dRiHex Alegd, 3R THTUT U3,
Wisa® 3R ufagpa gera 5t Rafdn uisgal

Eight vaccines such as Covishield, Covaxin, Corbevax, and Sputnik-V had been
incorporated on the platform.

Covishield, Covaxin, Corbevax, 3R Sputnik-V St 318 dRfF & 39 Wehid 1R Wi
foam T T

India in 2021 offered the CoWIN platform as a digital public good to the world to combat
COVID-19.

YRA 7 2021 H COVID-19 J TS & [ CoWIN WewhTH & Ts fSforea ardwfs wares
& ¥U § g1 &1 o1 o

On the current demand for the vaccine, Suranjit Chatterjee, consultant, internal medicine,
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital, Delhi, said there was no rush for the COVID vaccine.

gaaH ® AP B 7 W, ;Rﬁmaﬁﬁ $evd AfSRA duede, U ual gifkued,
feeeht 3 el fb covID daetia & Riw &1 gy offs et 21

“We are getting one or two people coming in with requests to get vaccinated, but largely there
is not much demand for the vaccines,” Dr. Chatterjee said.

“gH U a1 &I AN YT TTaM & 1T SRIY S U TR €, A 98 90 | Al @l
TeT |iT gt 8, ST, Feol 3 Hall

Meanwhile, according to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) latest report on the
coronavirus, in the 28-day period from July 21 to August 17, 87 countries across five
WHO regions reported new COVID-19 cases.

9 99, fay @A "6 (WHO) 3t Fdiaw RUid & SfuR, 21 JaT18 | 17 3FRd
?28-méﬁﬁfﬁ, WHO & Ui &1 & 87 ¢RI 7 9T COVID-19 HTHE! &1 g1
|

“During this 28-day period, a total of 71,687 new cases were reported, which is a decrease
compared to the 92,519 new cases reported from 95 countries in the previous 28-day
period,” the WHO said.

2 28-faaxita erafl & at 71,687 A€ HIWE & (o€ 7Y, S fU 28-feawita srafy & 95
=0 9 R fary 7T 92,519 AW AT & A H HH §,” WHO = Fgl|
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Will the GST rate cuts boost the economy?

Which sectors will benefit from the sweeping changes? Which sectors are disgruntled about the

change? How long has the rationalisation process been going on? Did the imposition of 50% U.S.

tariffs weigh on the decision? What about revenue implications? What lies ahead?

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan The States
will have to
The story so far: look for
n September 3, the GST Council : .
G R their own
authorised a new paradigm in the s of
indirect tax regime. There will be sources o
fewer rates, and the Goods and revenue (o
Services Tax (GST) on most items have been make up
reduced. While this has been welcomed by most | any losses

sectors, there are some which are somewhat
disgruntled. There are also concerns over the
revenue implications.

What prompted these changes?

The rationalisation of the multiple rates in GST
has been on the anvil for a long time. The
Council had in September 2021 constituted a
Group of Ministers (GoM) to look into rate
rationalisation. This GoM began its work, but
seemingly little progress was made. The GoM
was composed entirely of representatives from
the States, with no representative from the
Centre. So, in order to nudge it in the direction it
wanted, the Union government had to make a
proposal to the GoM. The Ministry of Finance on
August 15, 2025, announced that it had
submitted its proposal to the GoM. Earlier that
same day, in his Independence Day speech,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced
that these “next-generation” GST reforms would
be a Deepavali gift to the nation.

By August 21, 2025, the GoM - following a
briefing by Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman — had accepted the proposals and
forwarded them to the GST Council. The Council
then deliberated on these proposals on
September 3 during a 10.5-hour-long meeting,
following which it announced its decisions.

What are the changes?
The existing GST structure has multiple rates,

Mu(h relief: The BJP celebraung new rates in Bengaluru, on September 5. PTI

even when considering only the main ones. The
main rates comprise 0%, 5%, 12%, 18%, 28%, and
a compensation cess over and above the 28%
slab. This has been reduced to main slabs of 0%,
5%, 18% and 40%. The compensation cess for
most items has been removed. It is still levied on
tobacco products, but even that will be removed
by the end of this calendar year, when the
Centre pays back the loan it took to compensate
States during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Apart from this, many items have been moved
to lower tax slabs. According to an analysis by
the State Bank of India’s economics research
wing, of the 453 items that saw a change in their
GST rate, 413 (or a little more than 91%) saw
rates being cut, while 40 items saw rates
increasing. The bulk of the rate reductions — 257
items, mostly common use products — were
from the 12% to the 5% slab. Out of the 40 items
that saw their rates increase, 17 were moved
from the 28% slab to 40%. Here, it is important
to note that the actual tax incidence might not
have increased. For example, once the
compensation cess is added, the effective tax
rate on luxury cars and SUVs is 45-50%. That will
go down to 40%.

Why were they necessary?

There are several reasons why the GST rate cuts
make sense now. The first is that the legal period
for the GST compensation cess will likely be
coming to an end this calendar year. It can be
levied up to March 31, 2026 or till when the
Centre pays off its loans, whichever is earlier.
Ms. Sitharaman said she expects the loans to be
repaid this calendar year. The removal of this
cess, without raising the base rates on tobacco
products, would mean that these ‘sin’ goods
would have suddenly become significantly
cheaper. This is something the Union
government could not be seen to be condoning.
That set a time limit by when the new rates had
to be implemented. The other reason is that the
government expects some sort of detrimental
impact from the 50% tariff imposed by the U.S.
on imports from India. This is clear from the fact
that, despite a strong 7.8% GDP growth in QI of
this financial year, the government has not
changed its 6.3%-6.8% growth estimate for the
full year, implying it expects growth in the
subsequent quarters to be significantly slower.
The boost from the GST rate cuts is expected to
offset this hit. The government, however, has
officially denied any such connection, saying the
GST changes were part of an overall reforms
push and not related to the tariffs.

Which sectors were happy with the reforms?
The healthcare industry voiced its approval of

the changes, saying the decision to reduce GST
in the sector from 12% to 5% on a wide range of
medical products would directly benefit
patients. The renewable energy sector, too,
praised the decision to reduce taxes on
renewable energy components from 12% to 5%,
saying this was a progressive step towards
accelerating India’s clean energy transition.
Consumer appliance makers were also upbeat
about the cuts, saying it would boost demand,
especially in the run-up to the festive season.

The real estate sector said that bringing down
the GST rate on cement from 28% to 18%, and on
other building materials such as granite slabs,
would reduce costs for the sector and be a big
boost. Auto manufacturers said the reduction of
GST on cars and non-luxury bikes from 28% to
18% would spur demand.

Which sectors voiced reservations?

The textile industry welcomed the downward
revision of GST rates for both man-made fibre
and cotton sectors to 5%, but also voiced its
disappointment over the 18% duty for garments
priced above 32,500 each. They said that
woollens, wedding apparel, and traditional
Indian wear would become more expensive.

While auto manufacturers welcomed the rate
rationalisation, dealers voiced some worries
about consumers postponing their purchases
until September 22, when the new rates come
into force. They also called for greater clarity on
what happens to the cess on vehicles they have
bought from manufacturers but not yet sold.

The insurance sector will likely also see a
mixed picture from the GST rate cuts. The
exemption of personal life and health insurance
from GST will increase insurance penetration,
but the simultaneous removal of input tax
credits might increase costs for insurers, thereby
eating into their profits.

Airlines have collectively slammed the higher
GST on non-economy seats, while vegetable oil
producers said the Council could have resolved
the inverted duty structure on edible oils —
something it did for fertilizers and man-made
textiles. The increase in the GST rate for labour
charges from 12% to 18% has also led to some
resistance from representatives of the MSME
sector, who said their costs would increase.

What is the revenue impact?

The Centre said the revenue implication would
be ¥48,000 crore based on consumption
patterns in 2023-24. However, the real impact
will be ascertained only when new data is
obtained. The SBI research team estimates it to
be a much smaller ¥3,700 crore. Opposition
States, however, are worried. They have voiced
their demand for a cess to be levied on items in
the 40% slab, the proceeds of which can be used
to compensate States for the revenue hit. This
was not accepted by the Council. The States will
have to look for their own sources, and the 16th
Finance Commission, to make up any losses.

Will the GST rate cuts boost the economy?

T Sieadt 33 § peidl rfeaawyT &Y gerar ¢t

Which sectors will benefit from the sweeping changes?

DI I &7 AP deardl A ATHIad

gi?

Which sectors are disgruntled about the change?

I A & 39 IqeTa A 3RAGE 87

How Iong has the rationalisation process been going on?

wfar fras G9g | 99 38 22
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Did the imposition of 50% U.S. tariffs weigh on the decision?

T 50% ARS TRE F @] 811 1 39 fAvfg wR yuma usT?

What about revenue implications?
TSI YHTG & TR H FI1?

What lies ahead?

3T T B2

On September 3, the GST Council authorised a new paradigm in the indirect tax regime.

3 RideR @1, sieadt TRy 3 ayeel H< yomeh § e 7T g i favar|

There will be fewer rates, and the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on most items have been
reduced.

3fd ¥ H g, 3R 3D T avqell )R avq Tq A1 X (STH)) HH & a1 11 |
While this has been welcomed by most sectors, there are some which are somewhat
disgruntled.

W8T 39 TR 851 ¥ WITd a1 B, 6T $o &7 TUY 3Rigy B

There are also concerns over the revenue implications.

ISRG UHT I AR H fam g

What prompted these changes?

3 ggardl &I o1 v feare

The rationalisation of the multiple rates in GST has been on the anvil for a long time.
SITTEct & &8 aRi BT dh Tl dd v § faarTedi= i
The Council had in September 2021 constituted a Group of Ministers (GoM) to look into
rate rationalisation.

3 RdeR 2021 T @R THIAGRU &1 S o forg wHat &1 aqg @new) fed fear i
This GoM began its work, but seemingly little progress was made.
U TTH = 3T B Y& 31, Tfh 9gd HH WIfd g5
The GoM was composed entirely of representatives from the States, with no representative
from the Centre.

TieR g aRe  Iedl & ufafiEt § s un, R $s o1 1S ufafafy @ an

So, in order to nudge it in the direction it wanted, the Union government had to make a
proposal to the GoM.

3IfeTg, 39 (Ut A= H @H & iU g IRPR &I MTH &I T TG &1 TST|

The Ministry of Finance on August 15, 2025, announced that it had submitted its proposal
to the GoM.

Ot TTErd 3 15 ST 2025 F1 HIW0T Bt b I (U1 URATd YW Y URgd IR a1 8|
Earlier that same day, in his Independence Day speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had announced that these “next-generation” GST reforms would be a Deepavali gift to the
nation.

3t feT ugd, 3o Tad=an fea v A/, gy g /i 3 9o 3t F 3 earelt fid &
Sieadt YUR Y & forg ve dharaelt SuR 817

By August 21, 2025, the GoM — following a briefing by Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman — had accepted the proposals and forwarded them to the GST Council.

21 AT 2025 dF, MUH — Fo1y faa vt fAvfen FarAur ot sfifth1 & a1e — uaral &
WHR IR Sedd! uug o 99 fear|

The Council then deliberated on these proposals on September 3 during a 10.5-hour-long
meeting, following which it announced its decisions.

Tivug 3 3 fydeR &1 10.5 G Aol doP H 39 U6l R faaR-fansf fear, forae are e
Aot 1 v 3

What are the changes?

EEGICE S R
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The existing GST structure has multiple rates, even when considering only the main ones.

e ShEHedl HRET § &3 X 8, U8l dob fob 9o &3 1 81 o ol 4|

The main rates comprise 0%, 5%, 12%, 18%, 28%, and a compensation cess over and

above the 28% slab.

T TS 0%, 5%, 12%, 18%, 28% 3R 28% TAT & HUR G3TaST IUBR ¢ |

This has been reduced to main slabs of 0%, 5%, 18% and 40%.

Y UTTHR T/ W 0%, 5%, 18% 3R 40% HR foar T g

The compensation cess for most items has been removed.

3T TEg3H TR HIMaSI IUPR gl a1 T B

It is still levied on tobacco products, but even that will be removed by the end of this

calendar year, when the Centre pays back the loan it took to compensate States during the

COVID-19 pandemic.

Tg onft oY daTE IUTEl TR AT O @7 ©, Aifch I8 ft 39 dhalex a¥ & 3id ad gl faa

gﬂmﬂ, I Fg BIFAS-19 WETHRY & SR el Bt &yt & g g 78 B0 &7 YT &R
I

Apart from this, many items have been moved to lower tax slabs.

T 3fadl, aﬁaﬁsﬁﬁwm@aﬁwﬁwmw%

According to an analysis by the State Bank of India’s economics research wing, of the 453
items that saw a change in their GST rate, 413 (or a little more than 91%) saw rates being
cut, while 40 items saw rates increasing.

YR ®e 9% & fdfe srgaem faum & faxawn & o uR, f5F 453 avgait @ siewdt
R T Faara gofT, 399 F 413 (A1 ATST 3HAF 91%) HI &8 °UeTs T3, SIaid 40 TGS DI &< Tg15
TS|
The bulk of the rate reductions — 257 items, mostly common use products — were from the
12% to the 5% slab.

R HeKdl BT T8 fFRT — 257 TAY, STCTR JHRI ITANT B awqd — 12% o 5% TG & Al
Rgy
Out of the 40 items that saw their rates increase, 17 were moved from the 28% slab to 40%.
40 gEg3M § 9 fora! &X 9, 17 B 28% AT Y 40% W J FIGR a1 7|
Her‘e it is important to note that the actual tax mmdgnce might not have increased.

Tg1 9% &0 31 a1 § % arafds &R gHId 91 et gnm |

For example, once the compensation cess is added, the effective tax rate on luxury cars
and SUVs is 45-50%.

JETERUN & 1Y, STa GHTAST SUHR SIST STl §, A Aot BRI 3R TG TR THTA IR &R
45-50% Bl §1

That will go down to 40%.

g 40% b °C SIu |

Why were they necessary?
i TaaD A?

There are several reasons why the GST rate cuts make sense now.

T F% HRUT g Y 319 SHgadt o | weldl 3fad Tt 8

The first is that the legal period for the GST compensation cess will likely be coming to an
end this calendar year.

Ugdl HRUI TG § b SHTaSt GaHTasiT SUHR B B Al TH HaieR I8 JAT g Bt
UG |

It can be levied up to March 31, 2026 or till when the Centre pays off its loans, whichever is
earlier.

3 31 W 2026 TP I 9d dP $g 3 B0 gobT A <, S+ U8l 8, I T o Joval B
Ms. Sitharaman said she expects the loans to be repaid this calendar year.

ot Faruor 3 w1 {6 3¢ ITG § [ Bu1 59 Hoex I & gobr fear S|

The removal of this cess, without raising the base rates on tobacco products, would mean
that these ‘sin’ goods would have suddenly become significantly cheaper.
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I IUSBR P M, o1 da1F TGl IR Jd &R §¢TU, &1 Hadd gRTl 1o I 'O1T" IdTE S&dH
B! T B S|

This is something the Union government could not be seen to be condoning.

I T $3 § O g TRBR JHYT Il g3 ol fod ava R

That set a time limit by when the new rates had to be implemented.

Y T8 TR DI AT B ST 90T HH1 7 53|

The other reason is that the government expects some sort of detrimental impact from the
50% tariff imposed by the U.S. on imports from India.

GIRT HRUI g ¢ fob TWHR 1 G § [ ST gRT YRA I SMaTd TR TNE T 50% R®
q $© THRIAD YU TS|

This is clear from the fact that, despite a strong 7.8% GDP growth in Q1 of this financial
year, the government has not changed its 6.3%-6.8% growth estimate for the full year,
implying it expects growth in the subsequent quarters to be significantly slower.

Ig Wy § fob 39 foxiia oy &1 ugelt faumdt & 7.8% SIS 9f 89 & S1ave, AR A W ay
¥ fou oruit 6.3%-6.8% fek STHTH T dall €, S &=1ial § % a5 sATel famnfeal & gfg &
BT T A1 6 5

The boost from the GST rate cuts is expected to offset this hit.

SHEHd g3 A Bl A e arar Nide 39 Hed &1 HRUTS B3 Bt SHIS 8

The government, however, has officially denied any such connection, saying the GST
changes were part of an overall reforms push and not related to the tariffs.

BT, TR A SAMYSIRG IR W B Hf I8 I SAHR foan § IR Fel & b it
eaTa IY JUR TN F1 3w 8 ok R F Tafda 78t 81

Which sectors were happy with the reforms?

B 4 &7 GURT § g A2

The healthcare industry voiced its approval of the changes, saying the decision to reduce
GST in the sector from 12% to 5% on a wide range of medical products would directly
benefit patients.

WA JAT SN A IGAd] B WIS BT AR FHgl o Fafere Iaarel W sheadt o1 120 9
HETHR 5% B P (0T WY AR BT Iy g |

The renewable energy sector, too, praised the decision to reduce taxes on renewable
energy components from 12% to 5%, saying this was a progressive step towards
accelerating India’s clean energy transition.

AdtHIog St &F 7 Hi e SHet gedl W 12% T 5% HR e & ol & IRgT
P, 3H HRA b IS Sl HPHUT Bl dol B3 B! fezn & ynfa=ita s gdmr|

Consumer appliance makers were also upbeat about the cuts, saying it would boost
demand, especially in the run-up to the festive season.

SUHITT SUHRUT FEfdr Ht Beldl &1 depr IARd U 3R Hel b Tg |l B TG, WHHR
e WoH I ugd|

The real estate sector said that bringing down the GST rate on cement from 28% to 18%,
and on other building materials such as granite slabs, would reduce costs for the sector and
be a big boost.

e TRe &7 A Fgl & Wile IR Sfiwadt &R 31 28% | TeTHv 18% T 3R o= fAafor
RN O UTSE TASH IR R U § &7 & aNTd HH g1l 3R I8 9T UidTe 8|

Auto manufacturers said the reduction of GST on cars and non-luxury bikes from 28% to
18% would spur demand.

mﬁg’rﬁnﬁ@ﬁﬁm%weﬁ?ﬁ?—aﬁﬂmmﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%%ﬁ18%67—@[%14111
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How RNA, amino acids may
have linked up on early earth

By showing amino acids latch directly onto RNA without enzymes, researchers have provided striking evidence that life's

essential partnership between genes and proteins might have begun in ordinary ponds or frozen pools billions of years ago

Anirban Mukhopadhyay

ife depends on a
partnership bet-
ween RNA,
which stores in-
structions, and proteins,
which do the work of
building and running cells.
But how this partnership
began has long puzzled
scientists. To make a pro-
tein, constituent amino
acids must be linked in the
order encoded by RNA. To-
day, a complex biological
machine called the ribo-
some handles this task —
but only after each amino
acid is first “loaded” onto
an RNA adapter. The catch
is that the enzymes res-
ponsible for this loading
are themselves proteins,
creating a chicken-and-egg
puzzle that has intrigued
chemists for decades.

A new study in Nature
offers a glimpse of how this
riddle might have been re-
solved. Researchers at Un-
iversity College London
found that simple mole-
cules called aminoacyl-
thiols can link amino acids
to RNA without enzymes.

Think of amino acids as
beads and RNA as the
thread. In cells today, en-
zymes act as skilled hands
to string them together.
The team showed that, in
the right conditions, with
aminoacyl-thiols the beads
can fasten themselves to
the thread in plain water,
much like on the early
earth.

More strikingly, this
aminoacyl-thiol chemistry
favours RNA over other,
more reactive molecules,
which is an unexpected se-

Surprise chemistry

Chemistry reveals RNA and amina acids linked

directly at life’s dawn

= Scientists remain intrigued by haw RNA and prot=ins first
partnered to enable life’s first cellular processes

® Researchers at University College Londan have
found aminoacyl-thiols can link arming acids ta RHA

without involving enzymes

® Laboratory experiments showud amino acds
attaching directly to RNA in water, resembling

plausible early earth conditions

folding back

m This chemistry revealed astanishing selectivity,
consistently favouring RNA over mare reactive
molecules, surprising many chumists

= A chemical switch separated RMA-charging fram pep-
tide-linking, mimicking distind: s=qusntial stag=< of modern

protein synthesis

on itself.

= The findings suggest such reattions occurred in
primordial ponds or frozen paals, initiating primitive coded

peptide synthesis

Representative
image of a single
strand of RNA

VOSSMAN (CC BY-5A)

lectivity that has aston-
ished chemists.

“It's remarkable that
RNA, which is relatively
unreactive, undergoes
aminoacylation in water
despite the presence of
more reactive species,”
said Tom Sheppard, a che-
mist at UCL not involved in
the study.

He added that the che-
mistry appears robust
across many amino acids
and simple enough that
other labs should be able
to reproduce it. By giving
RNA a clear chemical ad-
vantage, aminoacyl-thiols
may have paved the way
for the first steps of protein
synthesis.

For scientists who study
life’s beginnings, the dis-
covery is more than a clev-
er bit of chemistry: it's a
breakthrough that ties two
of life’s building blocks to-
gether in conditions that
could have existed billions

of years ago.

“Previous research of-
ten looked at either how
peptides (chains of amino
acids) could form or how
nucleotides could form,
but rarely how the two
might interact,” Sheppard
said. “What makes this
work significant is that it
shows RNA and amino
acids talking to each other
directly, without any
intermediary.”

“This opens a lot of ex-
citing directions to investi-
gate the origins and evolu-
tion of protein translation,”
Matthew Powner, who led
the work, said.

Selectivity, surprises
What struck the research-
ers the most was not just
that the reaction worked
but that it showed such un-
canny precision. The ami-
no acids latched onto RNA
ends in a way that reflects
how life does to this day.

Powner said the reactiv-
ity was the heart of the dis-
covery: “If 1 had to pick on-
ly one thing that was the
most astounding, it would
be the unexpected reactivi-
ty between aminoacyl-
thiols and RNA that led to
unprecedented selectivity
at neutral pH.”

Sheppard pointed out
another interesting facet.
Thioesters were once
thought to be simple pre-
cursors to peptides, but
the study found that they
are not good at making
peptides  directly. “In-
stead,” he said, “they may
have played a different
role: guiding amino acids
onto RNA.”

Even more intriguingly,
the team discovered that a
simple chemical switch
could separate two key
stages of modern protein
synthesis. With thioesters,
amino acids preferentially
attach to RNA. But when

those same molecules are
converted into thioacids,
the chemistry flips, favour-
ing the formation of pep-
tide bonds instead. That
means the two steps of
protein building — RNA-
charging and peptide-link-
ing — can be carried out in
the same solution but un-
der distinct chemical
modes of activation.

The team did not stop
there. They also explored
where these aminoacyl-
thiols might have come
from.

Their experiments sug-
gested they could form
from simple precursors
such as nitriles and thiols,
even under frigid condi-
tions that concentrated the
ingredients and sped up
reactions.

This implies the chemistry
linking amino acids to RNA
may not have required rare
settings: it could have un-
folded in the ponds or fro-
zen pools of a young earth.

Both Powner and Shep-
pard agreed that this che-
mistry is just a starting
point. The peptides made
so far are very short, and fi-
guring out how to extend
them will be the next
challenge.

“One can imagine a gra-
dual evolution of complex-
ity in the aminoacylation
reaction,” Sheppard said,
“leading to increasing le-
vels of control by RNA over
the peptides that could be
formed, and hence the de-
velopment of a primitive
coded peptide synthesis.”
(Anirban Mukhopadhyay is
a geneticist by training and
science communicator from
Delhi)

How RNA, amino acids may have linked up on early

earth

TR gt w RNA 3R 3rfi ufyrs 9 93 & 9&d

g

By showing amino acids latch directly onto RNA without enzymes, researchers have

provided striking evidence that life’s essential partnership between genes and proteins might

have begun in ordinary ponds or frozen pools billions of years ago

qg

g1 S gU SRl H = g1 gahdl! ot

e % orfiel Thirs | RNA | IS4 & fomT Toirs=a &, =lyadishi A I8 Aogd
TaTor fea 8 6 Shias 1 siawaed Iraiert siiF ok M= & o9 3Rl I1ef Ugd JTURUT drefst
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Life depends on a partnership between RNA, which stores instructions, and proteins, which
do the work of building and running cells.

e RNA, S F=T TU@ta &Rl &, SR WE, St ST &1 991 IR Fa BT HIH Hd
g, ¥ d weer W R a7

But how this partnership began has long puzzled scientists.

Qs T8 TR S T &5, T8 9 IHY T I b oY U uRelt &1 2

To make a protein, constituent amino acids must be linked in the order encoded by RNA.
T W& §1 & 1T, ges i uiirs &1 RNA gRT T 71U o6d # wiveT o =nfiu|

Today, a complex biological machine called the ribosome handles this task — but only after
each amino acid is first “loaded” onto an RNA adapter.

319, U Sifed Sifads A= ford IgaET F5T1 STl 8, I8 B YU § — Afch dhad a9 oid
TS ST TRIS U8 TP RNA TSER IR “Ars” o S 3|

The catch is that the enzymes responsible for this loading are themselves proteins, creating
a chicken-and-egg puzzle that has intrigued chemists for decades.

U Ug ¢ fh 39 AféT & fo SieR Tomsw Wd WidH §, ora ue gff-sfsT ugedt a9t
8, Form g ¥ TuRAfae) &l Ias @ 5
A new study in Nature offers a glimpse of how this riddle might have been resolved.

R H T U T J T8 Fodh fHad! § f T8 ugeh $ gd & Jba! At

Researchers at University College London found that simple molecules called aminoacyl-
thiols can link amino acids to RNA without enzymes.

Piad de- & ydHarst 2 urr & rieRa-fUsied TH® WRa 3] T &
fgr 3= vfirs &1 RNA T SIS Iohd B
Think of amino acids as beads and RNA as the thread.
I Tftrs 1 Jifcl Sik RNA &1 41 & &0 8 9|
In cells today, enzymes act as skilled hands to string them together.
TS HIRABTSM H, ToIgT HIA ST B a8 B HRA & off 38 AT & Ssd ]
The team showed that, in the right conditions, with aminoacyl-thiols the beads can fasten
themselves to the thread in plain water, much like on the early earth.

&9 = feamn fo wet ukfRufaal 8, srfi-ieRya-fUshed o wry 3 didt 91¢ uri 8 9ge of 4 9
IS I&d 8, foepd aY & o TR gadt 1R ga gl

More strikingly, this aminoacyl-thiol chemistry favours RNA over other, more reactive
molecules, which is an unexpected selectivity that has astonished chemists.

3R ot e aTelt &1 g § & ug erfiieRia-fusie e o, aifie Ifhy srusii @t
T H RNA B TTUfiyesdl 3T 8, S Ueh STiRrd go-iiierar § 3iR o xara=faet & afed
R fear g

“It's remarkable that RNA, which is relatively unreactive, undergoes aminoacylation in water
despite the presence of more reactive species,” said Tom Sheppard, a chemist at UCL not
involved in the study.

g IR § fF RNA, ST 30endrd o ufafsrarsiia 8, sifires afora sropsfi o1 Jufkfa &
F1aulg U & SAfFTRIARM ¥ oRdT 8, UCL & IUIIATAE efd RS A $el, S 59 sfwmH o
RIEBCERR
He added that the chemistry appears robust across many amino acids and simple enough
that other labs should be able to reproduce it.

S Bel b 7 T Be St eRre # Ao s &t ¢ iR o+t el § fob o
TANTRITEY 9 GIeR1 Heb |

By giving RNA a clear chemical advantage, aminoacyl-thiols may have paved the way for
the first steps of protein synthesis.

RNA &) WY IS dH e, rfefia-fuened 3 wida |=auur & ugd @Rl & fo
arf ured fomar g

For scientists who study life’s beginnings, the discovery is more than a clever bit of chemistry:
it's a breakthrough that ties two of life’s building blocks together in conditions that could have
existed billions of years ago.

3 AT & g S Sfiae @1 ST BT L HRd 7, T8 /ISl had U IR IAAHH
UfohaT 181 §: T8 TP Hg@YUl @Il § S Sita- & &l HHf TSl &I Siredt o, T aRkfufaal & o
3RS TS TS HIN[E gt Tbat o |
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“Previous research often looked at either how peptides (chains of amino acids) could form
or how nucleotides could form, but rarely how the two might interact,” Sheppard said.

RISa MY SRR 78 22 A > VpTeed (S TRIgH &1 4Ta) H o 9oa & 1
&Y I Thd g, Al ATIE g1 HH T8 a1 T b 1 Uh-g¥R & 1Y by
Tudh R I&Hd 8, AUS 3 Hall

“What makes this work significant is that it shows RNA and amino acids talking to each other
directly, without any intermediary.”

39 P B HeaQUl S aTall 914 U8 ¢ fob I8 faamn & f RNA SR srfiHt efreE e uap-
W@IETH%TTHW?%’% famr foreft meoy & 1

“This opens a lot of exciting directions to investigate the origins and evolution of protein
translation,” Matthew Powner, who led the work, said.

“Tg WE SATg B! ST 3R AT $I Fid & oy o3 AT [Gxmsll S WiedT §,” 39 $H
HT A7 B a1 ALY GHR A HET|

Selectivity, surprises

, el

What struck the researchers the most was not just that the reaction worked but that it showed
such uncanny precision.

Mepdial ol Jad e e 39 o1d &1 ga & ufafspar pad v & 78l g3, afeh 599
3MegoHe qétdmar f fears |
The amino acids latched onto RNA ends in a way that reflects how life does to this day.
S TS A RNA & RRY ¥ U Sa1a faran ot g8 <2ifan g b oot oft sha & ag ufsan
RG]

Powner said the reactivity was the heart of the discovery:

TR A &gl fos ufafareiiad 39 @i &1 g yr 4t:

“If | had to pick only one thing that was the most astounding, it would be the unexpected
reactivity between aminoacyl-thiols and RNA that led to unprecedented selectivity at neutral
pH.”

“Tfe P Had U oy MY §1d A1 g1, i 98 SHNTRIA-fIsie ok RNA & s
DT SR Ui o= gid! for <ggd pH TR $YAYd Ig-=ITadl 3 o1

Sheppard pointed out another interesting facet.

S 7 U SR feeraey ugq &t 3R SRIRT fa|
Thioesters were once thought to be simple precursors to peptides, but the study found that
they are not good at making peptides directly.

fY3NeTeH &l Uoh I0T YPISSH & IR 3FIgd HT1 ST T, Wfde sreaa & aran 11 o 4 e
ﬁmga'a T H 3/ T8I ]

“‘Instead,” he said, “they may have played a different role: guiding amino acids onto RNA.”
T IO, I BT, ‘I T ST AT FIUTE & Tohell 2 il TRIEH HI RNA TR
AnfeRE ST

Even more intriguingly, the team discovered that a simple chemical switch could separate
two key stages of modern protein synthesis.

3R 1t g 91 T8 § 6 S0 A W &1 fob U Ty It Raw snyfe wida
TRAWUT P T T RN T S(THT R qhal 3|
With thioesters, amino acids preferentially attach to RNA.

Rraigeesd & 9y, 3= TRIST WUfedl ¥ RNA 3 984 B

But when those same molecules are converted into thioacids, the chemistry flips, favouring
the formation of peptide bonds instead.

<ifdp S g 31y] fusigRige # uRafid gid &, o J8ra fawm ueie ST 3 $iR 39 suid
Aprgs sy & a0 &) urufisdr a1 3|
That means the two steps of protein building — RNA-charging and peptide-linking — can
be carried out in the same solution but under distinct chemical modes of activation.

3PHT qdad & o Wi fAHfor & & aRur — RNA-TTREAT 3R tpTgs-fRifhT — uw g ava o
QAP STT-31ET A Tfehgur a¥te! & dgd fbT off Iobd g |
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The team did not stop there. They also explored where these aminoacyl-thiols might have
come from.

& oI5t 81 ¥p1 | I I8t Jrer fos I e RYe-fysied ol 9 omu il

Their experiments suggested they could form from simple precursors such as nitriles and
thiols, even under frigid conditions that concentrated the ingredients and sped up reactions.
% TN UaT Ial o 3 TR gl o ATgerged 3R fUsited 3 7 Iavd §, T8l dd b
J5c of URTRURrl # Y, S geh! 1 bisd Pl & 3R Ufifsharst &1 s Hh 5

This implies the chemistry linking amino acids to RNA may not have required rare settings: it
could have unfolded in the ponds or frozen pools of a young earth.

DT A1 § b S TRIG &1 RNA 3 SiieH aTalt xara- fase &1 goy aRfufaal o
TSI ol o T8 URMNS it & qraral a1 ofF gU SRl | gfed gt Fabd T

Both Powner and Sheppard agreed that this chemistry is just a starting point.

TR 3R S 1 TeHd A % g5 Tarm fagm R te uRfes fig g

The peptides made so far are very short, and figuring out how to extend them will be the next
challenge.

31§ T 1Y 7T UPTSS 95 B &, 3R I§ GHSHI S 3¢ b3l TG S, SFTH AT gt
“One can imagine a gradual evolution of complexity in the aminoacylation reaction,”
Sheppard said,

“Pls fad SHFTTRIARM ufaferar & Sfead & e [TH™ & Hou-1 R THd1 §,” /S A

el
“leading to increasing levels of control by RNA over the peptides that could be formed, and
hence the development of a primitive coded peptide synthesis.”

IR RNA GRT &9 a7 UPTSE TR Fa=07 &1 TR 967, 3R 39 UHR U 3NfeH Hifsd
UPTSS HRAYUT &1 [dH g1 I”
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SPEAKING OF
SCIENCE

D. Balasubramanian

The Indian Railways re-
cently announced that a
hydrogen-powered train,
developed at the Integral
Coach Factory in Chennai,
has successfully complet-
ed all tests. This is a wel-
come sign of progress for
the National Green Hydro-
gen Mission, which aims to
produce at least five mil-
lion metric tonnes of green
hydrogen per year by the
year 2030, a milestone on
the way to achieving na-
tionwide net zero emis-
sions by 2070.

The train will soon be
carrying passengers bet-
ween Jind and Sonipat on
an 89-km route in Harya-
na. This project will rely
on hydrogen produced in
Jind by a 1-MW polymer

electrolyte  membrane
electrolyser that produces
430 kg of hydrogen every
day. The hydrogen will re-
fill fuel tanks on the train,
where fuel cells will con-
vert the hydrogen to elec-
tricity that runs the train’s
electric motors.

The principle is quite
simple. An electrolyser
splits a water molecule in-
to oxygen, protons, and
electrons. In an electro-
chemical reaction at the
negative electrode (called
the anode), molecular oxy-
gen is released, and the
electrons liberated are
conducted to the cathode
via an external circuit. The
polymer electrolyte mem-
brane between the cath-
ode and the anode is selec-
tive and only allows
protons to pass through to
the cathode, where they
unite with the electrons to
form hydrogen molecules.
These rise as a gas and are
collected, compressed,
and stored. The mem-

e

A facility in Jind will soon produce green hydrogen to be used as
fuel for a locomotive. MIGUEL BAIXAULI/UNSPLASH

brane, typically a fluoro-
polymer such as Nafion
(related to Teflon) is an ex-
cellent insulator, and elec-
trons will not pass. The hy-

drogen and  oxygen
formed are  clearly
separated.

In the locomotive, as in
a hydrogen-powered auto-
mobile, the above reaction
isreversed in the hydrogen
fuel cell. Hydrogen is
brought to the anode,
where each molecule is ca-

talytically split into two
protons and two electrons.
The protons pass through
the membrane to the cath-
ode, where they meet oxy-
gen in air and the elec-
trons that are brought
through an external circuit
from the anode. Water is
formed. The electrons
flowing through the exter-
nal circuit constitute the
electric current that pow-
ers the locomotive.

There is a key difference

On the move with green hydrogen

W gIgSIoH & IATY WA W

e The Indian Railways recently announced that a hydrogen-powered train, developed at the
Integral Coach Factory in Chennai, has successfully completed all tests.

TTfera 31 7 Tt wlernr Iwaagde I &R o €
e This is a welcome sign of progress for the National Green Hydrogen Mission, which aims to
produce at least five million metric tonnes of green hydrogen per year by the year 2030, a
milestone on the way to achieving nationwide net zero emissions by 2070.
e & forg wifa &1 WarTa A Ao B, foraeeT dea ad 2030 A wfd
ﬁw%wmﬁm:ﬁaﬁﬁsﬂﬂm@mmwm% S 2070 T S=readl
Ae SR} IeI U A 1 fo=n § U Aeaqui usd g1
e The train will soon be carrying passengers between Jind and Sonipat on an 89-km route in
Haryana.

75 Tfra A

between the chemical
reactions in the fuel cell
and in the electrolyser.
The chemistry between
hydrogen and oxygen is
spontaneous, a reaction
waiting to happen. Water,
however, will not split into
the two elements by itself.
Electrical current must be
supplied to provide the
energy for this electro-
chemical reaction.

To produce green hy-
drogen, the electricity for
the electrolysers has to
come from renewable
sources, such as solar pa-
nels or wind turbines. New
sources of renewable ener-
gy will be needed to meet
the goals of the National
Green Hydrogen Mission.
Also under way are excit-
ing attempts to produce
hydrogen in microbial
electrolytic cells, where
electrochemically active
microbes grow on anodes
and oxidize organic matter
— agricultural residues,
even wastewater — and

membrane electrolyser that produces 430 kg of hydrogen every day.

AT Faae ATz g1 Ufdfe 430

g RS

A ffifd 1-Avmare uiferR

franm grgseH & Saed R ik wah |

e The hydrogen will re-fill fuel tanks on the train, where fuel cells will convert the hydrogen to
electricity that runs the train’s electric motors.

TSSO ¢ & W ¢l Bl fh I WX, TTg1 Wd Hed g5 gioH ! faerel # aRafid s,
S 27 & gafaed died & gard g

e The pr|nC|pIe is quite simple.

frgid BB W Bl

e An electrolyser splits a water molecule into oxygen protons and electrons.

Th

U & 3{U] o TS, Wel-d

3R gage g § fquiforg #ar g

e Inan electrochemlcal reaction at the negative electrode (called the anode), molecular oxygen
is released, and the electrons liberated are conducted to the cathode via an external circuit.

pass the electrons generat-
ed to the anode (Current
Science, vol. 128, p. 133,
2025).

The catalysis steps re-
quire expensive materials
such as platinum, iridium,
etc. Ongoing research is
aimed at replacing these
with inexpensive nickel,
caobalt, or even iron. In ear-
ly work towards cheap hy-
drogen generation, the
group of C.N.R. Rao at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Centre
for Advanced Scientific Re-
search designed nickel-
nickel hydroxide-graphite
electrodes with a water-
splitting capability com-
parable to platinum elec-
trodes (Proc. Natl. Acad.
Sci., USA, vol. 114, 2017).
Combining such develop-
ments with solar and mi-
crobe-driven  processes
can produce a fuel that is
both green and
inexpensive.

(The article was written in
collaboration with Sushil
Chandani)

HRARI Yo 7 87d 81 H 919N &1 o 308 (U 89 ora bag # AR T gregiom-

g ¢ oIeg ol givaron ¥ Rig ok WiFtua & 9 89 fraidier anf R aifdl &1 o St

e This project will rely on hydrogen produced in Jind by a 1-MW polymer electrolyte
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BUTHS SAaclS (TTS) R Us fagga Iramaf-a wfaferar o, smuifas siiaiior gad gl §
3R o gU Saaei- &1 U S18<! URUY & H1eH ¥ SIS I o ST ol g |

The polymer electrolyte membrane between the cathode and the anode is selective and
only allows protons to pass through to the cathode, where they unite with the electrons to
form hydrogen molecules.
FUts 3R TS & §19 3! IR sAaeIarge AW ITTES 8idl ¢ SIR Had Wel=d &
FHUTE TP ToRA B AN il §, ST d a4 & 1Y FHAHR gTggIo 3] §1d ¢ |
These rise as a gas and are collected, compressed, and stored.
YN P ETH FW I&d ¢ 3R ThHd, Gifed qur gufed fru o &
The membrane, typically a fluoropolymer such as Nafion (related to Teflon) is an excellent
insulator, and electrons will not pass.
AT, AR WR TH FARNIRER S Afpar (o Twai= § Teifid 3) 8ar 8, St Uh Ihy
AR § 3R AT B ToRA el gal
The hydrogen and oxygen formed are clearly separated.

T I T Y Y AT FR a1 S g
In the locomotive, as in a hydrogen-powered automobile, the above reaction is reversed in
the hydrogen fuel cell.

A SN & gregioq-arferd ared #, IWRiad Ufafhar grgsie Wd Ad o Idc St

Bl

Hydrogen is brought to the anode, where each molecule is catalytically split into two protons
and two electrons.

BIRSIOH &I IS IR AR 91T 8, ST81 YAS 3] Hl IARS S JgTal ¥ af Wiei= 3R at
gaae=a A fquifra far Srar 81|

The protons pass through the membrane to the cathode, where they meet oxygen in air and
the electrons that are brought through an external circuit from the anode.

W1 15 Y 81hR HUIS b Ugdd g, ofgl d ga1 § Hivjg STeRiior 3R THts ¥ a1gdl ufkuy
& HIEH ¥ A1¢ ¢ sade g 9 e g
Water is formed.

it 1 fAHfor g B

The electrons flowing through the external circuit constitute the electric current that powers
the locomotive.

I8 uRuy | yarfed 819 arel 3ade -0 a8 faggd URT §91d § o dieifed &l fad veH
GRS

There is a key difference between the chemical reactions in the fuel cell and in the
electrolyser.

WA 9 3R AT IargeR  INAH® ufafsarst & s te Agayu 3R g gl

The chemistry between hydrogen and oxygen is spontaneous, a reaction waiting to

happen.

3R TR & g B GG W il &, T Udfehar S 819 & oy daR
TEdl 7l
Water, however, will not split into the two elements by itself.
BIciifch, T T8 1 &l dedl | faHIiord =gt |
Electrical current must be supplied to provide the energy for this electrochemical reaction.
39 fagga Ymate ufdfear & o o1l e &34 5q faggd YRT &1 Syfd &1 o afeul
To produce green hydrogen, the electricity for the electrolysers has to come from renewable
sources, such as solar panels or wind turbines.
WA BTSSITA FT I TR & oY, AT IATSe™ & fod faoTel! Tdieuii |l ok |ax
e 11 fds eafg=a ¥ o =nfeul
New sources of renewable energy will be needed to meet the goals of the National Green
Hydrogen Mission.
Sta A gregio AR & el B [ B33 & o dieeita Sl & ¢ Aidl &
TGl BHT |
Also under way are exciting attempts to produce hydrogen in microbial electrolytic cells,
where electrochemically active microbes grow on anodes and oxidize organic matter —
agricultural residues, even wastewater — and pass the electrons generated to the anode
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(Current Science, vol. 128, p. 133, 2025).
HAISHIATd sATCIATSeD AT H RS0 Idd B & JHaH YAy +f I 38 &, STet
figga TeRT ¥ W wfry g5aeie Tey IR 98 § oR Se yeraf — iy sEg,
g1 I o AR Td — HT SRTHR0 B § 3R IUF SAGEIT B TAIS dP Ugdld ¢ (PIE
ATSY, WS 128, JY¥ 133, 2025)|
The catalysis steps require expensive materials such as platinum, iridium, etc.

WU & fow wifeqw, sfifEawm snfe S8 07 uendf &t sl gt g
Ongoing research is aimed at replacing these with inexpensive nickel, cobalt, or even iron.
Id IR MY BT A& 3¢ U (e, PlaTee, U1 U081 d & @8 (3MARA) J I&aT 8|

In early work towards cheap hydrogen generation, the group of C.N.R. Rao at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research designed nickel-nickel hydroxide-
graphite electrodes with a water-splitting capability comparable to platinum electrodes
(Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci., USA, vol. 114, 2017).

T FIEGIO SIS Bi [G=0 H YRS H H, STaTeard Hov= deX Bk USaies
wrsfefre Rad & Wt w9 oR. @ & 99g A Foa-fAed sesiass-AwEe sawisa
feomga feu, et urt-faureH= &m%sﬁa@w%mmmm . TS,
qTs., gEAY, TS 114, 2017)|

Combining such developments with solar and microbe-driven processes can produce a
fuel that is both green and inexpensive.

T Il o1 WR IR gereita-arferd ufeharaif & Y firdmes T Su Sae foar ST Ievar 7
S AT 3R =t S B
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